Portside

Cabot Cruising
Club

Light Vessel 55 ‘John Sebastian’
As you are all aware the last few months
have been a difficult time for the Club
whilst having to refute the assertions of
Bristol City Council regarding the condition
of the ‘John Sebastian’.
Ok, she is 130 years old and does need some
pampering but don’t forget she is built of
5” Teak planks on 7” x 8” oak ribs spaced
4” apart for her whole length, oh and for
strength she is then planked again on the
inside, so as the surveyor said; “She is in
remarkable condition for her age”.
Thankfully everything is now behind us and
it is back to normal with our Club nights.
I would like to offer a big thank you to all
the members who have been sparing time
for the extra work parties, and also for the
support from many other people around the
Harbour.
In particular I would like to pass on to
Dennis Burnell, Bristol Cruising Clubs
Commodore my thanks for their support
during the last few months.
Pete Halliday
Commodore

Summer 2016
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LAMB’S TALES - PART FIVE – TO SEA AT LAST!
Shortly after seven o'clock on the morning tide of Saturday August the 29th, in convoy
with around a dozen boats from Cabot and Bristol Cruising Clubs, the Morwen went to
sea for the first time since 2011. We were headed not for Conwy, where she was built
exactly 50 years ago and from where she came to Bristol in 2012, but for the Welsh
capital. After numerous acquainting river runs, and several near-misses of Cabot Trips
and Channel Dashes, Sue and I were thrilled finally to have the chance to cruise on the
tide.
The party had started the previous evening, after a small flotilla had berthed in
Cumberland Basin for an overnight stay. We enjoyed a convivial barbecue, with the
construction of my brand-new appliance, repeatedly interrupted by showers of rain, the
focus of much mirth. With occasional help the apparatus was eventually functional, and
its next appearance will be at the Cabot Auction, "once used by one careful owner"! We
slept peacefully and awoke to a promising late summer dawn.
As well as replacing a VHF radio which is probably as old as the boat itself, we had
invested in a GPS chartplotter. The first of these had repeatedly blown a fuse, and it
had taken a trip to Plymouth earlier that week to convince the dealer of the fault.
Critically the replacement was sound, and with co-ordinates kindly provided by Pete
Halliday ensured a reasonable sense of direction. Just as well, as the Morwen was much
the slowest of the group and we soon lagged behind, although there was reassurance on
the radio and the Mirage was kindly and repeatedly back-tracked to check on our wellbeing.
What an adventure! Our momentum enhanced by the tide, we checked off various
landmarks, and were soon admiring the waterborne view of of a sunlit Pill. Under the
motorway bridge and away, as the Morwen lilted comfortably in the environment for
which she was built. The conditions were near perfect; force three on a clear morning
with the Welsh coast visible from the outset. We also enjoyed a glimpse of the Balmoral
in the distance as she crossed the Channel to the west of us. There were just a few
minutes of discomfort around two thirds of the way across, as the competing wind and
tide produced an overfall in which the Morwen fretted a little.
Rounding the North Cardiff buoy provided our first raw experience of the Channel's
awesome tidal power. The rate was evident from the buoy's wave-making resistance and
the closer we came, the more I needed to bear off to avoid hitting it. Gradually we
inched our way into a position to turn safely and that done, progressing up the Wrach
Channel was comparatively straightforward. With relief we called up the Cardiff
Barrage Locks and were ushered in, soon reaching our booked berth at the inner
extremity of Cardiff Marina.
Photograph courtesy of Bristol Cruising Club

‘Morwen’
Passing under
the Clifton
Suspension
Bridge
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LAMBS TALES - PART FIVE continued…
Peace prevailed, interrupted prosaically by a visit to Penarth Tesco, and an afternoon nap
and shower set us up nicely for a sociable evening on Mermaid Quay. It was a pleasant
opportunity to chat about the newly-completed voyage, a sort of communal verbal log,
accompanied by excellent food and drink. A chance also to consider our solo return passage
the following afternoon, as work commitments made it too risky to wait until the Bank
Holiday Monday.
Sunday was disappointingly swathed in drizzle, which put a dampener on the powerboat
racing scheduled in Cardiff Bay. But the Custom House and Norwegian Church provided
indoor interest, including some fascinating photographs of Bute Street in the era before the
Barrage was created. Then back to the boat for some checks before leaving for a four
o'clock lock-out. The bascule bridge, which had been open when we came in, was closed
this time and thanks to my absent-mindedness, found itself in dispute with our radio aerial.
There was only ever going to be one winner, but fortunately the aerial's flexibility ensured
damage limitation!
We were returning on an 11.4 metre tide, one of the highest of the year, and there weren't
too many other craft about. Outstanding was a gigantic bulk carrier, first spotted looming
distantly between Steepholm and Flatholm and obviously headed for Avonmouth. Contrary
to received wisdom I crossed in front to get on her Bristol side, safely but without anything
like as wide a berth as I'd anticipated. After turning into the tide to watch her surge past,
there were three wakes of lessening strength to negotiate before we followed her in.
The tide hereabouts was ferociously strong, and to reach the River Avon we again needed to
aim in a startlingly different direction. The chartplotter, in which I'd tracked our passage
out, had been showing a clear return course and we held the line, even though it seemed to
be pointing us towards a wall of mud well to the west of the Avon's entrance! Our trust was
eventually rewarded as we edged our way out of the estuary and into the river. A quick call
to Bristol VTS, and we virtually floated up to Bristol on the tide. Resisting its push to keep
us on the river we reached the Entrance Lock at around 7.40pm, an hour before high water.
Despite our relief at being safely home, I felt a twinge of sadness as the tidal dynamic
suddenly ceased. We waited in Cumberland Basin for the stopgates to open, before
eventually returning to Bathurst Basin in heavy, persistent drizzle the following day.
Something of a soggy end to an utterly unforgettable experience! Many thanks to Cabot
Cruising Club for putting it on.

Photograph courtesy of Bristol Cruising Club

To Cardiff - Either Quick or Slow
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Eating Out Around the Harbour
Unfortunately only one person has been in touch to let me know one of their
favourite eateries, and that is the Nova Scotia Public House. He has extolled the
virtues of the portion size, quality and price of the food served up. I have not been
there yet but will give it a go.
Other than that all I can do is list the places where I have had food in the last couple
of months.
Louisiana Shakespeare Hole in the WallPrinces PantryArnolfiniCosmo Restaurant The Cottage Riverside -

Public House (Sunday Lunch Only)
Public House
Public House and Restaurant
Fast Food Take-Away
Café and Bar
Pan-Asian and Global Banquet Restaurant
Public House
Restaurant

As before, I would single out the Sunday Lunch at the Louisiana as excellent.
The new addition is the Cosmo Restaurant which if you like the eat all you want
experience in a specified time then this could be for you. The food was very good
and the selection excellent as long as you don’t mind the loud background noise
from the sheer number of diners.

So come on send in your suggestions and comments on what is good to eat and
drink around the Harbour.

Don’t forget to look at Page 9 for a quick snack
recipe that you can prepare yourself.
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More Snippets from Bristol Harbour History
William Scott Shipbuilders - Was a short lived shipbuilder in Bristol in the 19th century and
an early producer of Steamships. The yard was important in the development of Bristol
Shipbuilding with Scott's assistant, William Patterson, going on to produce the SS Great
Britain.
Origins - The founder, William Scott (born in 1756), was part of a Scottish shipbuilding family
based in Greenock, who moved to Barnstaple in Devon during the late 18th Century to work in
the timber trade.
A number of vessels were acquired including the sloop Pomona for use as a packet on the
Greenock – Bristol run.
Shipbuilding - Hilhouse vacated the shipyard and dry-dock at Wapping on the south side of
the Avon in 1824, and Scott seized the opportunity to enter shipbuilding with his son, James
Mullen Scott, as William Scott & Son. William Patterson joined the firm as his assistant and
together they built the steam packet Lord Beresford for the Channel Islands run. Several sail
and steam vessels followed, including the first steamship entirely constructed in Bristol, the
packet Wye in 1826 and several West Indiamen. Despite steady output from the yard and
activity in the timber trade, William Scott was called in by creditors in 1830, and the final
vessel, the steamer Nautilus was completed in 1831. William Patterson took over the yard
later that year and ran it until the late 1850s.

Major ships built by William Scott & Son:















Lord Beresford (1824), 81 ton Steam Paddlewheel Schooner
Isabella (1825), 340 ton Ship –rigged Merchantman
Dryade (1825), 266 ton Ship-rigged Merchantman
Camel (1825), 50 ton Sloop
Wye (1826), 60 ton Steam Paddlewheel Schooner
Avon (1826), 243 ton Barque
Worcestor (1827), 41 ton Steam Paddlewheel Schooner
Somerset (1827), 81 ton Brigantine Schooner
Julia (1827), 403 ton Ship-rigged Merchantman
Lady Fitzherbert (1828), 386 ton Ship-rigged Barque
Eclipse (1828), 31 ton Steam Paddlewheel Schooner
Francis Smith (1828), 581 ton Ship-rigged Merchantman
Britannia (1829), 411 ton Ship-rigged Merchantman
Nautilus (1831), 50 ton Steam Paddlewheel Schooner
Map by robinboulby
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Light Vessel 55
Let’s not forget that through the recent enforced closure of the ‘John
Sebastian’ it became apparent that we should now be looking to ensure her
future for the people of Bristol. Originally built by Charles Hill at the Albion
Yard, after spending a good part of her life in the North Sea she eventually
returned to where she was built, just like the ‘SS Great Britain’. ‘John
Sebastian’ LV55 is one of only a couple of wooden Light Vessels still afloat
and is historically important.
LV55 is on the Historic Ships Register, Certificate No. 142, which allows us
the privilege of flying the defaced Red Ensign shown below.
We must now explore all avenues to ensure we save LV55 for the people of
Bristol in the future and that she remains an integral part of the historic
floating harbour.

Historic Ships
Register
Defaced Red Ensign

Sayings
"Scuttlebutt"
The origin of the word "scuttlebutt", which is nautical parlance for a rumour, comes
from a combination of "scuttle", to make a hole in the ship's side causing her to sink,
and "butt", a cask or hogshead used in the days of wooden ships to hold drinking
water; thus the term "scuttlebutt" means a cask with a hole in it. "Scuttle" describes
what most rumours accomplish if not to the ship, at least to morale. "Butt" describes
the water cask where men naturally congregated, and that's where most rumours get
started.
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Amusing Nautical Definitions
More definitions for you to peruse, some of which hopefully you haven’t come across:
Boat Hook
A long pole that allows you to be pulled overboard while reaching for the mooring buoy when
the skipper fails to slow down soon enough.
Deviation
Any departure from the Captain's orders.
Displacement
When you dock your boat and can't find it later.
Rhumb Line
Two or more crew members waiting for a drink.
Crew
Heavy, stationary objects used on board ship to hold down charts and anchor cushions in
place.
Amidships
Condition of being surrounded by boats.
Estimated Position
A place you have marked on the chart where you are sure you are not.

Bristol 10K
Seen here warming up for the
recently held Bristol 10K, CCC
member Vaughan Thomas
unfortunately had to drop out
before he reached the end of
the pontoon due to fatigue. He
has promised to try again next
year and is really hoping he can
at the very least reach the
start line.
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A 2015 Flashback
We all love our boats and anything nautical, but it quite often follows that if
you like boats, you also like your cars. This applies especially when you can
have an enjoyable day out and raise some money for a good cause at the
same time.
For the second year running we managed a classic car run and picnic to
Tynsfield to raise money for the Asthma charity. Even though the weather
wasn’t that kind we just about got away with it without getting too wet.
That is of course excluding Martin Peters who tried to recapture his youth
and came on a LambrettaTV175; he did get a trifle cold and damp!

Visit Us
Thursday evenings are club
nights. From 1930 our doors
are open to members, guests
and anyone who would just like
a convivial atmosphere to have
a drink and a chat. Have a
look at our Facebook page or
log on to our website for more
information:
www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk
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Cookery Corner - Quick Light Bites

Poached Eggs and Smoked Salmon on Toast
Directions:
Preparation time approx – 15 minutes

Clever

You will require a small saucepan
1. Fill a small saucepan with water to a depth of 5cm and heat until it
is just simmering
2. One at a time, crack the eggs and put them into the hot water,
then reduce the heat so the water is gently bubbling
3. Poach for 3-4 minutes or until the eggs are cooked to your liking
4. Meanwhile, toast the bread and place on a plate, put the smoked
salmon on top
5. Then carefully lift the poached eggs from the water, drain and
place them on top of the salmon
6. Dress with the cracked black pepper and serve immediately

Ingredients: per person
Two Large Eggs
1.
2.

Two Slices of Bread
Two Slices of Smoked Salmon
Cracked Black Pepper
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A Bit of Knowledge
Tattoos’
In 1771, HMS Endeavour, under the command of Lt. James Cook, visited the
island of Tahiti, and a seaman named Robert Stainsby had himself tattooed
by a native. The craze for tattoos soon caught on as sailors thought a tattoo
could increase their luck. A crucifix was a popular tattoo, as it was supposed
to increase the chances of a Christian burial if the sailor were somehow lost
at sea and later found washed up on shore.
Also, a rooster and pig, each tattooed on one knee was popular. It ensured
the seaman that he never went hungry as he would carry with him his own
"bacon and eggs".
Sailors often got swallow tattoos on their chest. The most common
explanations were that you got a swallow tattoo for crossing the Atlantic, or
for travelling over 5,000 nautical miles. Why swallows? Because they always
find their way home.
In the 18th century it was common punishment for a sailor to be given 24 or
more lashes for being drunk on duty. So sailors began to get a crucifix
tattooed on their backs. Now only would the bosun's mate flinch from laying
his whip on Christ, but it was believed that the lash itself would cringe
away.

Ships Figureheads
From the time of the Vikings up to today, ships have used figureheads to
ward off evil sea serpents and represent the spirit of the ship. This carved
wood figure, placed on the bow of the ship, had no function other than to
"see the way". The term now denotes a person appointed to a leadership
position, but who has no real responsibilities.
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Bristol Harbour Railway
Bristol Harbour Railway was built by the Great Western Railway in the 1870s and
extended in the 1900s. After a century as a goods railway, it was handed over to the
museum and has run as a heritage railway ever since. It runs between M Shed and the SS
Great Britain on the dockside and from M Shed to Ashton Bridge along the New Cut, giving
a choice of scenery on alternate routes.
The two Bristol-built steam locomotives, Henbury and Portbury, served their working lives
on the docks railway system at Avonmouth. The wagons are types once commonly seen on
the docks at Avonmouth and here in the old City Docks.

New Years Eve on the ‘John Sebastian’
Where else would you want to be on New Years Eve? The ‘John Sebastian of course.
This year it was optional fancy dress, which by the diversity of dress certainly added to
the atmosphere.
With some interesting games thought up by Vaughan, plus Tim’s disco at its normally
high standard, I think most people would agree that those that attended had a
thoroughly enjoyable night.
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Annual Dinner Dance –

Portside
23th January 2016

A brilliant evening.
This year we held the Annual Dinner Dance at the Holiday Inn Filton, where a good turnout
of members and guests enjoyed an excellent evening.
After an enjoyable meal the toasts were given followed by the 2015 trophy winners
accepting their awards, which this year was presented by the Commodores wife Lynda
Halliday.
Master of Ceremonies Paul Morris guided us through the evening and the duo booked for the
evening had everybody up and dancing.
It was a night of good food, good company and good fun.
As usual the pictures tell the story:

Portside
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Light Vessels

(A bit of backround on Light Vessels courtesy of Wikipedia)
A crucial element of light vessel design is the mounting of a light on a sufficiently tall mast.
Initially this consisted of oil lamps which could be run up the mast and lowered for servicing
as would have been fitted to LV55. Later vessels carried fixed lamps, which were serviced in
place. Some lightships had two masts, the second holding a reserve beacon in case the main
light failed.
Initially the hulls were constructed of wood, with lines like those of any other small merchant
ship. This proved to be unsatisfactory for a ship that was permanently anchored, and the
shape of the hull evolved to reduce rolling and pounding. As iron and steel were used in other
ships, so were they used in light vessels, and the advent of steam and diesel power led to
self-propelled and electrically lighted designs. Earlier vessels had to be towed to and from
station.
Much of the rest of the ship was taken up by storage (for oil and the like) and crew
accommodations. The primary duty of the crew was, of course, to maintain the light; but
they also kept record of passing ships, observed the weather, and on occasion performed
rescues.
In the early 20th century, some lightships were fitted with warning bells, either mounted on
the structure or lowered into the water, the purpose of which was to warn of danger in poor
visibility and to permit crude estimation of the lightship relative to the approaching vessel.
Tests conducted by Trinity House found that sound from a bell submerged some 18 feet could
be heard at a distance of 15 miles, with a practical range in operational conditions of 1–3
miles.
Holding the vessel in position was an important aspect of light vessel engineering. Early
lightships used fluke anchors which are still in use on many contemporary vessels. These
were not very satisfactory, since a lightship has to remain stationary in very rough seas which
other vessels can avoid, and these anchors are prone to dragging.
Since the early 19th century, lightships have used mushroom anchors, named for their shape,
which typically weigh 3-4 tons. The effectiveness of these anchors improved dramatically in
the 1820s, when cast iron anchor chains were introduced (the rule of thumb being 6 feet of
chain for every foot depth of water).
Lightships, for purposes of visibility, normally had bright red hulls which displayed the name
of the station in white upper case letters
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Cabot Cruising Club Annual Awards
Listed below are the 2015 Trophy Winners:
Waterways Shield
Most miles travelled by Narrowboat

Jenny Britton

‘Bessie Grace’

Vice Presidents Cup
Ben Ewing
‘Aloha’
Most miles travelled on inland waterways other than Narrowboat
Jennings-Thomas Cup
Jack Haines
Most miles travelled by a Motor Cruiser from Bathurst Basin

‘Miss C P’

Vice Presidents Shield
Bernie Rowe
‘Mimosa’
Most miles travelled by a Motor Cruiser berthed outside Bathurst Basin
Presidents Cup
Mike & Sarah Walker
Most miles travelled by Sail berthed outside Bathurst Basin

‘Disco Volante’

Commodores Cup
Stewart Lees
Most miles travelled by Sail from Bathurst Basin
Griffiths Trophy
Boat Handling

Jason Pullinger

‘Eluva’

Commodore’s Shield
Frank Pring
Commodore’s recommendation for outstanding duties
Jubilee Cup
For helping someone

Vaughan Thomas

‘Queen of Sheba’

Xmas Illuminated Parade 2015
(Best Illuminated Vessel)

Ben Ewing

‘Aloha’
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Cabot Cruising Club Officers and Committee Members

President:

Bernie Rowe

Vice Presidents:

Pat Ludwell
Peter Corcoran

Commodore:

Pete Halliday

Vice Commodore:

Emma Bennand

Rear Commodore:

Frank Pring

Bar Chair:
Hon Secretary:
Hon Treasurer:

Lorraine Howe
Paul Morris
Sarah Walker

Committee:

Kelvyn Haines
John Bartlett
Jane Savill
Don Norris
Vaughn Thomas
Ben Ewing
Tim Williams

Trustees:

Sylvia Bush
Dennis Ludwell

-

Social Secretary
BoatTrips Organiser
Membership Secretary
Website & Advertising
Bar Assist
Health & Safety, Electrical
Bosun

Unsolved Maritime Mysteries
Page 5 of 7

One of the South Pacific's greatest sea mysteries
was the disappearance of the Patanela, a 19metre steel schooner, which vanished without
trace while approaching Sydney Harbour in
November 1988 in calm seas.
Patanela was one of the sturdiest yachts afloat
and was famous for her Antarctic voyages and
circumnavigations of the globe. She was
considered by those who sailed her, and by the
man who built her, to be virtually unsinkable.
Constructed of steel with four watertight
bulkheads, Patanela carried the latest safety
and navigational equipment. During her three
decades sailing the roughest seas in the world,
Patanela did not falter.

Yet she disappeared on a calm November night, within sight of the lights of Botany Bay. There was
no mayday call, no distress flares sighted, no debris, and no bodies as evidence of her sinking.
However, just under 20 years later, a ghostly 'message in a bottle' was found from one of the crew
on a beach in the Great Australian Bight by a beachcomber. The message was from crewman John
Blissett. In faded blue handwriting inside a Bacardi bottle, it was found on a secluded beach near
Eucla on the southern coast of Western Australia, by Sheryl Waideman on New Year’s Eve.
It was written by Blissett, 23, of Taree, NSW, on October 26, 1988, just two weeks before her
demise as he and three others sailed Patanela from Freemantle across the Great Australian Bight. It
gave no clue, merely promising the finder a sail on the Patanela.
The solitary trace was a barnacle-encrusted lifebuoy found floating off Terrigal seven months after
she disappeared, but no explanation has ever been given as to why she disappeared on a calm night
so close to home.

Nautical Pirate Facts
As early as 1611 there are written accounts describing a person who brings bad luck to a
ship as a “Jonah”. If a man was marked as a Jonah, he was doomed to be thrown
overboard. If the trouble persisted, the pirates suspected they’d thrown the wrong man
overboard and would sometimes toss the original accuser overboard to appease the
ghost of the innocent man!
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Useful Contacts
Name

VHF Channel

Seaward
Harbour Master
Bristol VTS (A’mouth)
City Docks Radio
Portishead Marina
Sharpness Lock
Cardiff Barrage
Penarth Marina

73
12
14
80
13
18
80

Phone

01179
01179
01179
01275
01453
02920
02920

031484
822257
273633
841941
511968
700234
705021

Inland
Netham Lock
Hanham Lock

01179 776590
07711 403474

Police
Community Police

101

Please contact us for inclusion of your organisation or details of any events

Page 18

Portside

Useful Contacts

If you would like to advertise your organisation
in ‘Portside’ please get in touch via the e-mail
address on the back page
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Editors Contact Details:
‘PORTSIDE’
E-Mail:
p.halliday594@btinternet.com

Cabot Cruising Club
‘John Sebastian’
John Sebastian
Quay
Bathurst Basin
Bristol
BS1 6SG

Disclaimer
Any information
or observations
made in this
publication are
given in good
faith, and third
party remarks
are not
necessarily the
opinion of the
editor.

At the Stern
We hope you enjoyed this issue. If you have any
contributions please e-mail them to us for inclusion
in the next copy.

Thanks to BCC
Whilst the ‘John Sebastian’ was closed Cabot Cruising Club held
their Thursday Club Night on board the ‘Sabrina’ moored at
Redcliffe Bridge. Bristol Cruising Club had been kind enough to
loan us the use of ‘Sabrina’ until the issues with the JS were
resolved.
A big thank you to BCC for their support over the past few
months. It was so pleasing to see the two clubs working
together.

The ‘Sabrina’
at Redcliffe
Bridge

Don’t forget the weekend of the 3rd + 4th + 5th June for the Bristol
Rib Weekend, jointly hosted by Bristol Cruising Club and Cabot
Cruising Club

END QUOTE:
"The cabin of a small yacht is truly a wonderful thing; not only will it shelter
you from a tempest, but from the other troubles in life, it is a safe retreat."
— Francis Herreshoff, Boat Designer
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