
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
  

Opening Comment  
 
Well here we go again the beginning of 
another boating season, so what are the 
expectations this year? 
As far as the Club is concerned there are a 
number of areas that need to come under 
scrutiny to ensure a viable future. We need 
to increase the membership and 
particularly attract new younger members, 
whilst still retaining the traditions of the 
Club. It would also be nice to augment the 
number of people using the JS from the 
increasing community around Bathurst 
Basin.  
More importantly the members lucky 
enough to have boats on the pontoons need 
to participate more with the Club. At times 
last year even on lovely weekends you 
would be hard pressed to see anybody on 
their boats. Only a few years ago the 
pontoons would have been buzzing with 
activity. 
It would be nice to see a better turnout for 
the Harbour Festival this year, I know it 
does not have the standing it used to have 
but let’s not forget we were one of the 
Clubs that founded this event and should 
certainly show our continued support. 
So, including the ongoing work and 
fundraising for the ‘JS’ it looks like we 
have a busy year in front of us. 
 
Pete Halliday  

Commodore 
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‘John Sebastian’ in pictures 
 

Over the last year a huge amount of work has been done on the ‘JS’. Although some of the 
images look a bit messy a lot of dismantling was required before the improvements and new 
wood could be introduced. Below is just a small representation of the effort that has been 
taking place. A huge amount of time and exertion by members has also been undertaken on 
cleaning, checking and painting the inside of the hull and the iron fittings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Oak uprights plus new bulwark planking all the way down the port side 

The light and mast repainted, all stays 
checked and re-tensioned, new LED 

lighting behind leaded glass, plus shown 
below on the portside the original 6” 

thick teak planking on 7x8” oak frames 
which is all in amazing condition 

Before Images 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Princes Wharf 
 
Between Prince Street Bridge and the Steam Crane is Princes Wharf. Before the wharf was 
built up in the 1860s, it had long been a shipbuilding area, and it’s here that Brunel had his 
first ship, the Great Western built in 1837. The Great Western was one of the earliest 
steamships to cross the Atlantic. She was an oak-hulled paddle-wheel steamship; the first 
purpose-built for crossing the Atlantic and the initial unit of the Great Western Steamship 
Co.  

Designed by  Brunel, the Great Western proved satisfactory in service and was the model for 
all successful wooden Atlantic paddle-steamers. She was capable of making record Blue 
Ribband voyages as late as 1843.  

Later, the wharf was built up and a 7-storey granary erected on the site. Everything here 
however was destroyed during the World War 2 Blitz on Bristol, and the wharf was then 
remodeled in the early 1950s with new electric cranes, railways, flush roadways and transit 

sheds to handle general mixed cargo on ships from the Baltic and Southern Ireland. 
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This was the last wharf to operate commercially before the Harbour closed in 1975. The 
transit sheds then became the home of Bristol Industrial Museum and now the new Museum 
known as M-Shed. The Museum service looks after the cranes at the front of the building 
and is also responsible for the care and running of three historic vessels usually moored on 
the wharf (the tugs Mayflower, John King and the fire boat Pyronaut). They also run the 
steam railway which proves a huge tourist attraction during the Summer. 

A little bit further along Princes Wharf, as previously mentioned is the Fairbairn steam 
crane, finished in 1878. It was built to handle occasional heavy lifts up to 35 tons. It is a 
Scheduled Ancient Monument, but it still works and is demonstrated by the Museum on 
some weekends.  

 

SS Great Western 

M-Shed as it is today 

http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Great_Western_Steamship_Co
http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Great_Western_Steamship_Co
http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Isambard_Kingdom_Brunel
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William Penn was born in Bristol in 1621. He became a career naval officer commanding 
the English fleet which captured Jamaica from the Spanish in 1655. He was the hero of the 
naval victory at the Battle of Lowestoft against the Dutch in 1665. He also lent substantial 
sums of money to King Charles II. 
 
The Admiral’s son, also William was expelled from Christ Church Oxford for religious non-
conformity. He became a member of the Society of Friends (the Quakers) and met their 
founder; George Fox in Bristol on the latter’s return from America. 
 
King Charles II discharged his debt to the Admiral via his son William by a grant of 
extensive territory in North America for the development of a Quaker colony there. 
William Penn wanted to call this territory 'New Wales' or 'Sylvania' (Latin for 'woodlands') 
but the King insisted on his old supporter’s name being included, hence 'Pennsylvania'. 
 
The Admiral is buried in St Mary Redcliffe church where there is a fine memorial to him 
that includes his Coat of Arms and Naval pennants.  

A key source for the adult life of Penn is the diary of his next door neighbour Samuel 
Pepys. In 1660, Penn was appointed a Commissioner of the Navy Board where he worked 
with Pepys, Clerk of the Acts to the Navy Board. The character of "mean fellow", or "false 
knave", given him by Pepys is borne out by much that is otherwise known of him. But it is 
no less certain that he was an excellent seaman and a good fighter. Like Samuel Pepys and 
the Earl of Sandwich (Pepys' patron at the Navy Board) Penn was a "moderate" Roundhead 
who had succeeded in maintaining his position at the Restoration.  

Reference Gordon Faulkner, Wikipedia 

Admiral Sir William Penn – another bit of Bristol history 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Pepys
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Pepys
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navy_Board
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Montagu,_1st_Earl_of_Sandwich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roundhead
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Nautical Meanings and Sayings 

Mind your P's and Q's: Sailors would get credit at the taverns in port until they were paid. 
The barman would keep a record of their drinks on a chalkboard behind the bar. A mark was 
made under "P" for pint or "Q" for quart.  On payday, the sailors were liable for each mark 
next to his name, so he was forced to "mind his P's and Q's." Today the term means to remain 
well behaved.  

Miss the mark: This expression comes from sailing where the "mark" is a rounding mark or 
buoy that sailboats competing in a regatta must sail around before turning towards the next 
mark or finish line. If a sailboat misses the mark, it must complete a 360-degree circle 
before continuing the race as a penalty.  Today the expression is used when one did not 
achieve an intended goal or complete a plan. 

Over a barrel: Sailors being punished were sometimes tied over a cannon barrel when being 
whipped. Today the expression is used when someone is in a bad situation and that there is 
often no other possible course of action 
 
Take someone down a peg or two: This expression comes from the fact that the flags of old 
sailing vessels were raised or lowered using pegs. To lower a flag meant to surrender. Today 
the expression is still used to mean to deflate someone's ego or lower someone's status. 
  
Holy Mackerel: Because mackerel is a fish that spoils quickly, merchants were allowed to 
sell it on Sundays contradicting the 17th-century blue laws in England. The phrase "Holy 
Mackerel!" is still used today as an expression of surprise and/or astonishment. 
 
Halcyon Days:  Originally this expression has its roots in Greek mythology.  Halcyone was the 
daughter of Aeolus and wife of Ceyx. When Ceyx drowned, it is said that Halcyone threw 
herself into the sea. Out of pity, the gods changed the pair into kingfishers also known as 
halcyons.  The gods also forbade the winds from blowing seven days before and after the 
winter solstice. This is the breeding season of the halcyon. The expression "halcyon days" has 
come to mean a time of peace and tranquility.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ground swell:  A sudden swell or rise of water near the shore that often occurs in otherwise 
calm conditions.  It is caused by undulating water from a far away storm.  Today the term 
means a growing change in public opinion. 

Lay of the land: Nautically to "know the lay of the land" was important for navigation as well 
as an indicator of what the seafloor may be like.  If the land is flat and sandy, the seabed is 
likely to be shallow and sandy. 

Leading light: It was customary to mark the entry to a port with a line of leading lights to 
show the way. Someone who shows the way or is a leader is called a “leading light".  

 



 

Lightvessel 55 Work Party Update  
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Our Bosun, Jason Pullinger, has certainly been pulling the troops together to undertake 
some much needed interior winter works. 
  
The upper seating area has been stripped and repainted and will become a comfortable 
quiet area for members to relax in. 
 
Also planned are refurbishments to the Galley and the Gents Loo before efforts are 
transferred back to the exterior work. 
 
Don’t forget every Tuesday night from 18.30 is Work Party night except for the second 
Tuesday of the month when the Committee meeting is held. It is only through the efforts 
of members that enable us to get the work done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erratum 

Who amongst you spotted the deliberate mistake in the 
last issue of ‘Portside’, OK it wasn’t deliberate. I said 

the Master of Trinity House was an honorary rank 
currently held by HRH the Duke of Edinburgh when in 
fact it is currently held by HRH Princess Anne. Thanks 

to Anthony Lane for spotting it. 
 

WORK PARTIES EVERY TUESDAY 

EVENING  

from about 18.30, come along and 

lend a hand.  

Bristol Harbour Festival 
 

21st to the 23rd July 

NOTICES 

Don’t forget the Club is open 
every Thursday and 

Saturday Night from 19.30 

Any ideas for fundraising to help the ‘JS’ 

refurbishment program, or if you have identified 

any Companies willing to donate materials or funds 

– please let a Committee member know 



 
 
  

Where and When?  

Where do you think these surfers were 
enjoying these great waves?  Australia, 
Hawaii, no this is Crackington Haven in 
North Cornwall. 

When, was Boxing Day 2016, hence the 
wetsuits as it wasn’t exactly warm 
weather. 

Lynda and I were stood shivering on the 
beach watching these hardy blokes for 
a good 10 minutes before we gave up 
and beat a hasty retreat to the nearest 

warm Cafe. 
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Maritime Trivia 
 

Trafalgar Day 

Think of Trafalgar and you think of Admiral Nelson.  One of 
the most famous associations is the 'Blind Eye' incident.   

It happened during the battle of Copenhagen in 1801.  The 
commander of the British fleet, Admiral Sir Hyde Parker II 
signalled to Nelson that he should stop attacking and fall 
back.  Nelson refused and later remarked that he had a blind 
eye and sometimes he had a right to use it. 

Later Admiral Sir Hyde Parker II admitted that had Nelson 
obeyed his order, then the fleet would have been at risk from 
a counter-attack. 
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The Near Demise of The Floating Harbour 
 

(Once again I have come across some interesting facts regarding the harbour, this account 
shows how close we came to losing the harbour completely) 

Towards the end of the 1960s it was clear that Bristol’s floating harbour was too small to be 
economically viable.  It was not suitable for serious commercial use anymore and the question 
was asked what to do with it in the future. A serious proposal came from the City Council in 
1969 that 'to permit freedom for re-planning' navigation rights should be extinguished through 
the harbour between Cumberland Basin and Totterdown Lock and also from Totterdown Lock 
to Netham Lock on the Feeder canal. Waterways most appropriate for reclaiming and of least 
potential value as waterways were listed as: 

 the whole of the Feeder canal; 
 the Floating Harbour between St Philip’s Bridge and the Feeder; 
 half the section between Cumberland Basin and St Augustine’s Reach. This last area 

amounted to some 24 acres of which about half would be "reclaimed". 

It was proposed to retain a navigable passage through the city for small craft of a size 
suitable to traverse the Kennet and Avon Canal. A minimum draught of 3½ft was suggested. 
Clearly the council saw this as an opportunity to provide more land in the centre of Bristol for 
new buildings, roads and car parks.  

The Bristol Corporation Bill went off to Parliament and was passed in 1971. It gave the 
Council all the powers it needed to close and reclaim parts of the Harbour. 

Casson, Conder & Partners were appointed and the Bristol City Docks Redevelopment Study 
was delivered in 1972. It is a short yet quite remarkable document known as The "Casson 
Report". 

It contained no glossy pictures and few statistics. Instead its tone is rather idealistic, even 
poetic in places. It dutifully included the roads and bridges, but its comments on the 
proposed road system, and its map showing where these would fall, cannot have pleased 
anyone at the Council House. 

 
 

 

 

 

Plans were put on view to the public which unsurprisingly raised a high level of opposition to 
the proposals and due to this and other factors the plan never materialised. One organisation 
that played its part in fighting the proposal was Cabot Cruising Club, as obviously it would 
have meant the end of navigation particularly as Bathurst Basin would have been filled in as 
part of the proposed development.   

Attributes : Gordon Faulkner, Bristol Evening Post  

All this could have 

been filled in 
A document has recently come into the possession 
of Bernie and Jenni written by ex CCC Commodore 
Peter Cotton. This covers the whole event and the 
key part that the then Commodore Mr. J Britton 
and CCC helped play in thwarting the Councils 
plans. If people are interested I could reproduce 
this extensive document in future issues. 
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Cookery Corner - GOLDEN CHICKEN on POTATO GRATIN 

Clever 

Method  

Kettle boiled • Oven grill on high • Food processor (fine slicer) • Medium lidded pan, high heat • Large high-

sided roasting tray, high heat • Large frying pan, medium-high heat 

 
START COOKING 
Scrub the potatoes clean, finely slice in the processor, then tip into a medium pan and cover with boiling 
water and the lid. 
 
Peel the onions, finely slice in the processor, then tip into the roasting tray with 2 tablespoons of oil, 
crumble in the stock cube and season with sea salt and black pepper. 
 
Tear in the sage leaves and stir regularly, adding a splash of water if they start to catch. 
 
On a large sheet of greaseproof paper, toss the chicken with salt, pepper and the rosemary leaves, then 
fold the paper over and bash and flatten the chicken to 1.5cm thick with a rolling pin. 
 
Put into the frying pan with 1 tablespoon of oil, turning after 3 or 4 minutes, until golden and cooked 
through. 
 
Drain the potatoes well in a colander, then tip into the onion pan, stir together and arrange in a flat layer. 

Pour over the cream, then finely grate over the Parmesan and pop under the grill on the top shelf. 
 
Halve the leeks lengthways, rinse under the tap, then finely slice. Put into the empty lidded pan on a high 
heat with 1 tablespoon of oil, stirring often. 
 
Finely slice the bacon and add to the chicken pan, tossing regularly. 
 
Stir the spinach and peas into the leeks and once the spinach has wilted and the peas are tender, pile on a 
board or platter with the chicken and bacon on top. Serve with the gratin.  

 

Ingredients 

 GRATIN  
 800 g potatoes  
 3 onions  
 olive oil  
 1 organic chicken stock cube  
 ½ a bunch of fresh sage  
 100 ml single cream  
 30 g Parmesan cheese  
 CHICKEN  
 4 x 120 g skinless chicken breasts  
 a few sprigs of fresh rosemary  
 2 rashers of smoked streaky bacon  
 GREENS  
 200 g baby leeks  
 200 g baby spinach  
 200 g frozen peas  

Reference: Good Food 

 

Source: Jamie Oliver 15 minute meals 
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CCC Annual Dinner Dance 

This year the Club decided to try a new venue and after some research by Sarah and Emma 
the Committee decided on Armada House in the aptly named Cabot Room. Many things were 
slightly different this year, the date was later, the proposed menu different from the normal 
Christmas fayre and a new band not previously known to the Club was booked. 
Albeit everybody was a bit nervous of how the evening would go, they need not have worried 
because everybody had a wonderful time.  
From the guests having their pictures taken on arrival through the flow of the evening being 
brilliantly handled by Paul Morris as Master of Ceremonies and the Band (Catch 22) getting 
everybody up dancing until late, the 90 plus attendees all seemed delighted. 
It was also a pleasure to welcome as our guests for the evening Wyn Davies an expert on 
historic wooden vessels and Dennis Burnell the Commodore of Bristol Cruising Club and their 
respective partners Judith and Jackie. 

During the evening the Annual awards (see 
page 14 for the list of recipients) were 
presented by Lynda Halliday, and this was 
followed by an extremely successful raffle 
which raised money towards the ongoing 
improvements being made to the ‘John 
Sebastian’ 
 
 
F1 
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MORE PICTURES FROM THE ANNUAL DINNER DANCE 
 
A few more images from the highly entertaining evening 
including some of the fascinating table centres of various rope 

work produced by Emma… 

Suspension Bridge Incident 

The Clifton Suspension Bridge is not 
only an impressive structure that many 
of us pass under on our way out to the 
Bristol Channel, but over the years has 
provided inspiration for some quite 
remarkable feats of theatre. 
 
One took place in February 1957 when 
without permission Flying Officer John 
Crossley, an RAF pilot flew his de 
Havilland Vampire Jet at 450mph 
beneath the Suspension Bridge from 
the Ashton side, it is said he wished to 
impress his girl friend. Unfortunately 
his plane did not manage the sharp 
turn necessary immediately after 
passing under the bridge. He crashed 
into Leigh Woods and was killed. 

Sources: Gordon Faulkner, Bridge Archives 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwibrdidzdvSAhUKwBQKHbgFAmsQjRwIBw&url=http://silodrome.com/de-havilland-vampire-jet/&psig=AFQjCNHGoHCFGUqVNcmt9X5TpBHi531eYA&ust=1489773558972058
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An aerial picture taken in 1934 of Bathurst Basin and its 
surroundings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then and Now 

Jump to 2014 and you can 

see it’s pretty much as it is 

today. They have just 

started to knock down 

parts of the old General 

Hospital for its conversion 

into luxury flats, and of 

course the JS (LV55) is 

moored on the now 

appropriately named John 

Sebastian Quay.  
 

(google maps) 
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Message in a Bottle 
 
In 1784 a treasure-hunting seaman from Japan named Chunosuke Matsuyama was 
shipwrecked on a South Pacific island with 43 shipmates, he carved a message into coconut 
wood, put it in a bottle, and set it adrift. It was washed up in 1935—supposedly in the 
same village where Matsuyama was born. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ship Disguised as a Tropical Island 
 
The HNLMS Abraham Crijnssen a Dutch minesweeper was based at Surabaya in the 
Netherlands East Indies when Japan invaded in 1941. Following the Allied defeats at the 
Battles of the Java Sea and Sunda Strait in March 1942, all Allied ships were ordered to 
withdraw to Australia. Abraham Crijnssen was meant to sail with three other warships, but 
found herself proceeding alone. 
To escape detection by Japanese aircraft the ship was heavily camouflaged with jungle 
foliage, giving the impression of a small tropical island. The Ship’s crew cut down trees 
and branches from nearby islands, and arranged the cuttings to form a jungle canopy 
covering as much of the ship as possible. Any hull still exposed was painted to resemble 
rocks and cliffs. To further the illusion, the ship would remain close to shore, anchored 
and immobile during daylight, and only sail at night. She headed for Fremantle, Western 
Australia, where she arrived on 20 March 1942; Abraham Crijnssen was the last vessel to 
successfully escape Java, and the only ship of her class in the region to survive. 

 

 

Surprising Facts 

Spot the Ship 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surabaya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands_East_Indies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Java_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Sunda_Strait
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fremantle,_Western_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fremantle,_Western_Australia
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The Cabot Cruising Club Annual Awards  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Listed below are the 2016 Trophy Winners:   
 
 
 
Waterways Shield     Jenny Britton  ‘Bessie Grace’ 
Most miles travelled by Narrowboat   
 
 
Vice Presidents Cup   Tony Boyce   ‘Brenton’ 
Most miles travelled on inland waterways other than Narrowboat   
 
 
Jennings-Thomas Cup   Jason Pullinger  ‘Eluva’ 
Most miles travelled by a Motor Cruiser from Bathurst Basin 
 
 
Vice Presidents Shield   Bernie Rowe   ‘Mimosa’ 
Most miles travelled by a Motor Cruiser berthed outside Bathurst Basin 
 
 
Presidents Cup    Mike & Sarah Walker ‘Disco Volante’ 
Most miles travelled by Sail berthed outside Bathurst Basin 
 
 
Commodores Cup    Stewart Lees  ‘Cirrus 2 ’ 
Most miles travelled by Sail from Bathurst Basin 
 
 
Griffiths Trophy    Stephen Lamb  ‘Morwen’ 
Boat Handling 
 
 
Commodore’s Shield   Tim Williams   ‘Yotsmit’ 
Commodore’s recommendation for outstanding duties 
 
 
Jubilee Cup     Ciara Packer-Joslin   
For helping someone 
 
 
Xmas Illuminated Parade 2016   Ben Ewing   ‘Aloha’ 
(Best Illuminated Vessel) 
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A Boat Accident Insurance Report:  

I am writing in response to your request for additional information covering Item 3 on the 
insurance accident reporting form I recently completed. On the form I put "poor planning" as 
the cause of my accident. You have requested in your letter that I should explain more fully 
and I trust the following information will be sufficient.  

I am the owner of the Yacht in question, and on the day of the accident I was working alone 
at the top of my 60-foot mast. When I had completed my work, I discovered that I had, over 
the course of several trips up the mast, brought up about 95 kilos of tools and spare 
hardware. Rather than carry the now unneeded tools and materials down by hand, I decided 
to lower the items down in a small barrel by using a pulley which was attached at the top of 
the mast.  

Securing the rope at deck level, I went to the top of the mast and loaded the tools and 
materials into the barrel. Then I went back to the deck of the boat and untied the rope, 
holding tightly to ensure a slow descent of the 95 kilos of tools. You will note in Section 11 of 
the accident reporting form that I weigh only 70 kilos.  

Due to my surprise of being jerked off the deck so suddenly, I lost my presence of mind and 
forgot to let go of the rope. Needless to say, I proceeded at a rather rapid rate of speed up 
the mast. In the vicinity of the 30 foot level, I met the barrel coming down. This explains my 
fractured skull and broken collarbone. Slowed only slightly, I continued my rapid ascent, not 
stopping until the fingers of my right hand were two knuckles deep into the pulley.  

Fortunately, by this time, I had regained my presence of mind and was able to hold onto the 
rope in spite of my pain. At approximately the same time, however, the barrel of tools hit the 
deck and the bottom fell out of the barrel. Devoid of the weight of the tools, the barrel now 
weighed approximately 5 kilos. I refer you again to my weight in Section 11 of the accident 
form.  

 
As you might imagine, I began a rapid descent down the 
mast. In the vicinity of the 30 foot level, I met what was 
left of the barrel coming up. This accounts for the two 
fractured ankles and the lacerations to my legs and lower 
body. The encounter with the barrel slowed me enough to 
lessen my injuries when I fell onto the pile of tools, and 
fortunately only three vertebrae were cracked.  

I am sorry to report, however, that as I lay there on the 
tools, in pain, unable to stand and watching the empty 
barrel 60 feet above me, I again lost my presence of mind 
and unfortunately let go of the rope!!!!  

 

Another Bit of Nautical Humour 
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Bristol 
Tide 
Times 

APRIL 

JUNE 

  MAY 

copyright Bristol City Council 
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Please contact us for inclusion of your organisation or details of any events 

Useful Contacts 

Name   VHF Channel  Phone 

 

Seaward 
Harbour Master  73  01179 031484 
Bristol VTS (A’mouth)  12  01179 822257 
City Docks Radio  14  01179 273633 
Portishead Marina  80  01275 841941 
Sharpness Lock  13  01453 511968 
Cardiff Barrage  18  02920 700234 
Penarth Marina  80  02920 705021 

 

Inland 
Netham Lock     01179 776590 
Hanham Lock     07711 403474 
 

Police 
Community Police    101 

 



  

 Useful Contacts 
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If you would like to advertise your organisation 

in ‘Portside’ please get in touch via the e-mail 

address on the back page 



  

Cabot Cruising Club Officers and Committee Members 
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President:   Bernie Rowe 
 
Vice Presidents:  Martin Peters 

Peter Corcoran 
 

Commodore:  Pete Halliday 
 
Vice Commodore: Ben Ewing (Social Secretary) 

 
Rear Commodore: Frank Pring (Moorings Officer) 

 

 
Bar Chairman:  Dennis Ludwell  
Hon Secretary:  Lynda Halliday 
Hon Treasurer:  Paul Morris 
 
Committee:  Stuart Lees    -Boat Events Organiser 

Phoebe Arrowsmith-Brown -Health & Safety 
Jason  Pullinger   -Bosun 
Don Norris    -Website & Advertising 
Vaughan Thomas     
Diane Davis    -Membership Secretary 

 
 

 

Thursday and Saturday 

evenings are club nights. 

From 19.30 our doors are 

open to members, guests and 

anyone who would just like a 

convivial atmosphere to have 

a drink and a chat. Have a 

look at our Facebook page or 

log on to our website for 

more information: 

www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk 

Why Not Visit Us? 

http://www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk/


 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope you enjoyed this issue. If 
you have any contributions please 
e-mail them to us for inclusion in 
the next copy. 

At the Stern 
 

Editors Contact Details: 
 

‘PORTSIDE’ 
  

E-Mail: 

p.halliday594@btinternet.com 
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Disclaimer 
 

Any information or 

observations made 

in this publication 

are given in good 

faith, and third 

party remarks are 

not necessarily the 

opinion of the 

editor. 

Accreditation has 

been given when 

and where available 

 

Cabot Cruising Club 
 ‘John Sebastian’ 
John Sebastian 

Quay 
Bathurst Basin 

Bristol 
BS1 6SG 
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End Note - 

Interesting Facts About Bristol 

 

In 1497, John Cabot set sail in his ship, the Matthew, on a journey 
of discovery in which he reached mainland America. King Henry VI 
had ordered the then Sheriff of Bristol, Richard Ameryck, who some 
believe America was named after, to find the funds for Cabot's 
journey. On his return, Cabot gave thanks for the voyage by 
presenting a whalebone to St Mary Redcliffe, which remains in the 
church to this day.  

The infamous pirate Captain Blackbeard once had a hideaway cave 
under St. Mary Redcliffe church. His original birthplace and 
childhood home still stands on Bristol's harbourside. 

John Wesley's New Room, in Broadmead, is the world's oldest 
Methodist church. 

Ribena was invented in Long Ashton. Loved by all (except maybe 
dentists), Ribena was invented by a University of Bristol scientist in 
1933 at the National Fruit and Cider Institute, and quickly gained 
popularity during the war as an alternative source of vitamin C. 

 

 

Read more: http://www.wow247.co.uk/2016/01/22/bizarre-facts-

bristol/#ixzz4bWDZ3W6P 
Boating Joke - The Royal Navy Physical  

Having passed the enlistment physical, Riley was asked by the 
doctor, 'Why do you want to join the Navy, son?'  

'My father said it would be a good idea, Sir.'  

Oh, and what does your father do?'  

'He's a Brigadier in the Army, Sir.'  

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxt while I was going over the 
bills, I discovered how much money my wife 
squanders and I hit the roof.” “What did you 
do?” asked his friend. “I stormed into the 
lounge and gave her a lecture on economy and 
thrift.” “Did it help?” “I’ll say. Tomorrow 
we’re selling my boat.” 
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