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Cabot Cruising
Club
Autumn 2017
In this issue:

Opening Comment
Well it’s that time of year again; the
Annual General Meeting will be taking
place on the 26th October when it becomes
your opportunity to influence the future
direction of the Club by voting for the
people who you think can make a
difference. Don’t miss the meeting as every
vote is important.
Open Doors and the Basin Rally have
recently taken place and there will be full
accounts in the next issue of ‘Portside’.
Winter is approaching so time to ensure
your boat is well prepared, there is a check
list on Page 10 of this issue to help. Also
please be careful on the pontoons as they
will be getting slippery.
Pete Halliday
Commodore

Page

Opening Comment

1

Bristol Harbour

2

Nelson: Health and Safety

3/4

Notices

5

LV55 Update

6

Boating Fun

7

Bristol General Hospital

8

Cookery Corner

9

Winterising Your Boat

10

Mud and Muck

11

Interesting Bristol Facts

12

The Light-Ship

13

AGM

14

Pontoon Maintenance

14

Bristol ‘Open Doors’ Report 15/16
Useful Contacts

17/18

Club Officers & Committee 19
At the Stern

20

The most picturesque moorings in Bristol

Page 2

Portside

Life in and around Bristol Harbour

Ribs Galore

Visiting Vessels
Remember the Olympic Torch Ceremony

The ‘Pride of Bristol’

River Avon waiting for the lock

River Avon waiting for the lock

River Avon waiting for the lock

LV 55

Fireboat ‘Pyronaut’

Dredging the Floating Harbour

The Matthew

Mayflower (built 1861)
Where else is there a
harbour like this with
such diversity?
The Balmoral heading for Bristol

SS Great Britain
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How Nelson might have fared if he’d been subject to
modern 'Health and Safety' regulations.
Imagine you are now on the deck of a modern day HMS Victory.
Hardy, why has my signal been changed?
England expects every person to do his duty, regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation,
religious persuasion or disability.
What gobbledegook is this?
Admiralty policy, I'm afraid, sir. We’re an equal opportunities employer now. We had the
devil’s own job getting 'England' past the censors, lest it be considered racist.
Gadzooks, Hardy. Hand me my pipe and tobacco.
Sorry, sir. All naval vessels have been designated smoke-free working environments.
In that case, break open the rum ration. Let’s splice the mainbrace to steel the men before
the battle.
The rum ration has been abolished, Admiral. It’s part of the Government’s policy on binge
drinking.
Good heavens. Hardy. I suppose we'd better get on with it. Full speed ahead.
I think you'll find that there’s a 4 mph speed limit in this stretch of water.
Dammit man, we are on the eve of the greatest sea fight in history. We must advance with all
dispatch. Report from the crow’s nest, please.
That won't be possible, sir.
What?
Health and Safety have closed the crow’s nest, sir. No harness. And they say that the rope
ladders don't meet regulations. They won't let anyone up there until a proper scaffolding can
be erected.
Then get me the ship’s carpenter without delay, Hardy.
He’s busy at the moment knocking up a wheelchair access to the fo’c’sle Admiral.
Wheelchair access? I've never heard anything so absurd.
Health and safety again, sir. We have to provide a barrier-free environment for the differently
abled.
Whatever next? Give me full sail. The salt spray beckons.
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How Nelson might have fared continued...
A couple of problems there sir: Health and safety won't let the crew up the rigging without
crash helmets. And they don't want anyone breathing in too much salt, haven't you seen
the adverts?
I've never heard such infamy. Break out the cannon and tell the men to stand by to engage
the enemy.
The men are a bit worried about shooting at anyone, Admiral.
What? This is mutiny.
It’s not that, sir. It’s just that they’re afraid of being charged with murder if they actually
kill anyone. There are a couple of legal aid lawyers on board, watching everyone like
hawks.
Then how are we to sink the Frenchies and the Spanish?
Actually, sir, we’re not.
We’re not?

No sir. The Frenchies and Spanish are still our European partners at the moment so
according to the Common Fisheries Policy we shouldn't even be in this stretch of water.
We could get hit with a claim for compensation.
But you must hate a Frenchman as you hate the devil.
I wouldn't let the ship’s diversity co-ordinator hear you saying that sir. You'll be up on a
disciplinary.
You must consider every man an enemy who speaks ill of your Queen.
Not any more, sir. We must be inclusive in this multicultural age. Now put on your life
jacket, it’s the rules.
Don't tell me, health and safety. Whatever happened to rum, the lash and looking for the
golden rivet?
As I explained, sir, rum is off the menu. And there’s a ban on corporal punishment.
And I believe the other is to be encouraged sir.
In that case - kiss me Hardy.

Anon
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Notices and Reminders

Don’t forget the
Club is open
every Thursday
and Saturday
Night from
19.30

WORK PARTIES EVERY
TUESDAY EVENING
from 18.30, come along and
lend a hand.

Date for your Diary – this year’s
Annual General Meeting will be on
Thursday October 26th.

28th October
2017

Onboard
'John Sebastian'

Laying-up Dance
plus Cheese and
Chutney Night
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Lightvessel 55 Work Party Update
Supporting the
‘John Sebastian’ LV55
Following my comments last month regarding the upkeep and ongoing renovation of
the ‘John Sebastian’ and how we need the assistance of other organisations to
achieve these aims, you may have noticed recently the progress being made on the
replanking of the port bow. This has been aided by the discounted materials which
have been supplied by Robbins Timber in Bristol. Steve Davis one of our members
started a dialogue which has resulted in a relationship where Robbins can also
advise on the best woods we can use whilst offering the discounts that can help us
operate to a constricted budget.
These relationships are what we need to aid us with our future plans, so I would ask
that members actively look for organisations that can help us, and additionally who
our members can then support when they are looking to buy materials for their own
business or home projects. (see advert on Page 17)

Bristol ‘Open Doors’
On the weekend of the 9th/10th September Bristol ‘Open Doors’ took place, where
attractions throughout Bristol not normally accessible are opened up to the public. The
‘John Sebastian’ (LV55) was again included this year and attracted in excess of 500
visitors, some who I believe have also expressed an interest in joining the Club. The whole
intention of opening up LV55 to visitors is to raise our profile, making the public aware
that that there is another historic vessel in the harbour that needs to be preserved for the
future.
Anthony Lane the Lighship historian also attended, and on page 16 has written an article
giving his thoughts and feelings on this event.

South Bristol Amateur Radio Enthusiasts
This year’s ‘International Lighthouses and Lightships on the Air’ weekend took place on
the 19th/20th August, and again South Bristol Amateur Radio Enthusiasts were our guests
on the John Sebastian (Light Vessel 55) in Bathurst Basin. They apparently managed 40
to 50 contacts on the Saturday and at least the same again on the Sunday. They
achieved some interesting contacts both with British and European lighthouses and with
other operators in foreign parts. I believe the longest distance made was Malta.
If you are interested and would like to learn more have a look on the club’s website:
www.sbarc.co.uk
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Boating Fun
The Royal Navy Chief Petty Officer
The old Chief Bosun noticed a new apprentice seaman one day and barked at
him to come to attention.
'What is your name?' the Chief asked the youngster.
'Bert,' the seaman replied.
The Chief scowled, 'Look, I don't know what kind of bleeding-heart, liberal
pansy stuff they're teaching in boot camp today, but I don't call anyone by
their first name. It breeds familiarity and that leads to a breakdown in
authority. I refer to my crewmen by their last name only - Smith, Jones,
Thomas, Baker - that's all, and I am to be referred to only as "Sir." Do I make
myself clear?'
'Yes, sir,' snapped the seaman.
'Good. Now that we got that straight, what is your last name?'
The seaman recruit sighed and said, 'Darling. My name is Bert Darling, sir.'
'Okay, Bert, the next thing I want to tell you is ... ... ...'
When I Die
'Well,' snarled the tough old Royal Navy Chief to the bewildered able seaman. 'I
suppose after you get discharged from the Navy, you'll just be waiting for me
to die so you can come and dance on my grave.'
'Not me, Chief,' the seaman replied. 'Once I get out of the Navy, I'm never
going to stand in line again.'

The First Mate's Tale
The First Mate was in a bad mood as he finished drilling the crew. He barked
out a final order, 'All right, you idiots fall out.'
The men fell out, but one sailor stood firm.
The sailor stared at the First Mate and smiled, 'There were a lot of them
weren't there sir?'
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The Bristol General Hospital
As the most prominent building overlooking the Club in Bathurst Basin it is interesting
to just briefly look at how The General Hospital came about.
The Hospitals construction was originally proposed in 1831 by a meeting of Whigs and
Non-conformists who believed that they were being discriminated against by local
Tories and the Church of England who ran the Bristol Infirmary.
Clearly they had considerable support, for in the following year three houses in Guinea
Street were purchased and in them the hospital was established. The General Hospital
was clearly filling a demand, for in 1858 work began on the new buildings when land
became available on the closure of Acraman’s Iron Works where Anchors, Ships Chains,
Iron Boilers and other items had previously been produced.
The date of the original founding (1832) is the one inscribed on the outside of the
octagonal tower facing Bathurst Basin. There was no National Health Service in those
days and the General Hospital required money to support it. Consequently the building
incorporated warehouse storage capacity in the basement. What could be more
suitable, as the building was sited on a busy dockside. The entrances to the
warehousing can be seen as a line of semi-circular arches on Lower Guinea Street, now
seen as a number of restaurants as part of the new residential development.
The ground between the hospital and New Cut was for many years used to grow food,
another aid to self-sufficiency. In the 1930s this area became the site for a new
outpatients department the construction of which in reinforced concrete was in marked
contrast to the remainder of the building. The hospital was quite badly damaged during
the wartime bombing of Bristol, losing its top floor on Lower Guinea Street.
Fortunately due to being a listed building the façade has been basically retained and in
places reinstated as part of the sites total redevelopment into residential use.
Sources: Gordon Faulkner, Wikipedia

As it was

Under reconstruction
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Salsa Chicken & Cheese Tortillas

Ingredients
xxxxxHICKEN on POTATO
GRATIN
 4 tbsp
hot salsa from a jar








2 large flour tortillas, seeded or plain
215g can kidney beans, drained and
roughly mashed
1 spring onion, chopped
50g leftover roast chicken, shreddedClever
(use
the last of the meat on the carcass)
85g grated mature cheddar
½ a 20g pack coriander leaves, chopped
(optional)
oil, for brushing
Reference: Good Food

Method
1. Spread 2 tablespoons salsa onto each tortilla, and then evenly top
one of them with the beans, spring onion, chicken and cheddar.
Scatter with coriander, if you have it. Sandwich with the other
tortilla, then brush with oil.
2. Heat a large non-stick frying pan, and then cook the tortilla, oilside down, for 4 minutes. Carefully turn over with a palette knife
(or by turning it out onto a plate, sliding it back into the pan), then
cook for 2 minutes on the other side until golden. Serve cut into
wedges.
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Winterising Time
Maintaining your boat externally and internally will help keep your boat looking at its
best, extend the life of its engine and other parts, and minimise any damage that could
occur over the winter.
It is a good idea to create a checklist before you start to ensure nothing is missed. With
different boat sizes and types, come different systems to check. If your boat has a
service manual, reading through it will help with tasks such as replacing fluids and
parts properly. Information on winterising your boat should be provided in the section
either called ‘lay up’, ‘cold weather’ or ‘extended storage’.
Things that should be on your checklist should include:















Make sure you have all your tools, new parts and fluids assembled before you
start.
Take out kitchenware, linen, blankets for washing and storage and remove any
food (assuming you are not using your boat over the winter.)
Clean the inside of your boat
Change the engine oil and replace oil filters
If possible leave diesel tanks full as this reduces the amount of condensation
(and ultimately water that will end up at the bottom of the tank).
Drain raw water cooled engines completely (not forgetting to close intakes
afterwards)
With fresh water cooled engines with a closed cooling system, drain the coolant
and fill with half water and half antifreeze, or the mixture recommended in
your manual.
Disconnect the batteries and give them a clean because they can be expensive
to replace. Some boat owners take the batteries away with them to charge over
the winter while others choose to leave them in the boat fully charged. Some
boats may need the batteries kept in for the bilge pump to continue operating .
Remove the batteries from your smoke alarm and carbon monoxide alarm
Empty and flush out the holding tank
Flush through and drain the freshwater tank, leave the taps open (again
assuming you will not be using the boat over the winter)
Allow air to circulate inside the boat and if you have access to Shorepower
leaving a tube heater switched on in the cabin and engine room, this helps cut
down on condensation and mould.

Check your boat regularly






OIL

If you are away from your boat during the winter don’t forget to check it whenever
possible as this will minimise the chances of any serious damage occurring should
something go wrong. Things to check include:
Make sure the covers haven’t moved and that the boat is watertight.
Ensure the mooring ropes are secure and loose enough for fluctuation in water
levels.
Remove any build up of rainwater and leaves, clear any cockpit drains.
Check the automatic bilge pump is working.

Portside
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Bristol Floating Harbour, Mud and Muck
By the 1830s, Bristol Floating Harbour was suffering from severe silting, resulting in
a pretty putrid smelling environment. The creation of this situation was due to a
stagnant area of water comprising of silt, trapped sewage and probably discharge
from berthed vessels. Other than the smell it was believed to be a health hazard to
the surrounding inhabitants.
Past Prince Street Bridge and through to Bristol Bridge it became very bad and was
affecting navigation and the berthing of vessels.
Step in Isambard Kingdom Brunel, who had been asked if he could come up with a
solution. He came up with a fix which comprised of a number of sluices, three
shallow and one deep scouring sluice, also to be supplemented by the use of a
dredging vessel called a ‘Dragboat’. The basis of the system was that the
‘Dragboat’ pulling an underwater blade would pull all the mud away from quay
walls and when the deep sluice was opened an undertow would drag the silt out
into the river for dispersal on the next tide. The area where the sluice was sited
was called ‘Underfall’.
The first Dragboat was believed to have been designed by John McLean and built
by Lunnel, G & Co, Bristol and was understood to have been called Dragon. To
move the mud across the floor of the dock a rectangular blade suspended vertically
beneath the drag-boat transported the mud as the drag-boat employed its onboard
steam engine to warp itself across the dock, using wires or chains attached to
fixtures on the quayside.
The boat is thought to have been similar to the Dragboat ‘Bertha’ which was built
by Lunell of Bristol in 1844 and used in Bridgwater.
Nowadays if the harbour needs clearing over and above the normal Cumberland
Basin scouring operations the Harbour Master brings in a special Dredger which uses
I believe air or water injection into the silt to dislodge and move it.
SOURCES: About-Bristol, Wikipedia,Historic Ships Register

This ‘Dragboat’ is
probably ‘Bertha’
the only known
Dragboat survivor.
It has been on
display in Eyemouth,
Scotland, but as the
whole EISCA
collection was
auctioned in July
2017 following
liquidation I am not
sure of the outcome
or its current
whereabouts
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Interesting Facts about Bristol
Bristol Museum & Art Gallery
If you look up at the museum from across
Queens Road, you’ll notice three female
figures gazing down on you. These maidens
are known as:
TheThree Arts; Architecture, Painting and
Sculpture.
Each figure is defined by the objects they
hold; Architecture studies a plan while
resting her arm on a model temple; Painting
holds a palette and Sculpture; a mallet,
while looking at a damaged statuette.
They were modelled by Edward Bramwell
and carved on site by Bristol sculptor,
William John Smith. Smith was also
responsible for carving the Atlantes figures
in the front hall and the lions perched on the
staircase in the rear hall.

Avon Gorge
The Avon Gorge, near Clifton is one
of the most important botanical sites
in the UK. The gorge has 27
incredibly rare plants and is home to
some specimens of tree that are not
found anywhere else in the entire
world. Rare breeds of bats and
falcons are also frequently spotted at
the gorge. The native Bristol Onion is
pictured.

Suspension Bridge
A 22 year old lady call Sarah Henley
jumped off Clifton Suspension Bridge in
1885. However, her skirt acted as a
parachute and actually glided her down
to safety. She then went on to live until
her mid-eighties!
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A Poem by Wilfrid Wilson Gibson

Wilfrid Wilson Gibson (1878-1962), a close friend of Rupert Brooke and a
protégé of Edward Marsh, was born in Hexham, England in 1878. After the
outbreak of war, Gibson served as a private in the infantry on the Western
Front. It was therefore from the perspective of the ordinary soldier that Gibson
wrote his war poetry.

Stretched on the foam-white deck, taking their ease,
The crew were basking on the Summer day,
We passed the anchored light-ship on our way;
Running all out before a following breeze’
When, sighting us, those men who have lived to keep
Watch over the dark treachery of the deep,
Lighting the shoals that lurk beneath the seas,
Arose and leaning on the bulwarks, hailed
Our little yawl; and as we Northward sailed
We kept on thinking of the friendly crewThat friend crew – although we little knew
That in a few short months their living light
Would be forever quenched when brutality
A bomber swooping out of the black night
Should sink their helpless vessel in the sea
Whose peril that had beaconed faithfully
Through fog and storm above the shifting shoalsForever quenched – nay, but the memory
Of that brave vessel and those friendly souls
Basking in sunshine ‘mid the treachery
And malice of war’s tempest burns more bright,
With quenchless courage beaconing the night.

Ed: I am guessing that this was written about the EAST DUDGEON Lightship sunk by
German Bombers in 1940.
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Cabot Cruising Club AGM – 26th October – 19.00hrs
This is your night, be there
Members of Cabot, unlike most clubs, join with the knowledge that they have a dual role,
one being their own boating aspirations, the other being their involvement in safeguarding a
piece of maritime history in the shape of Lightvessel 55.
Therefore this is your opportunity to vote for a committee who you believe will help effect
this objective, or alternatively why not stand for a position yourselves. Please make a note
in your diary and ensure you attend the AGM.

Pontoon Condition
You are all aware that a new pontoon maintenance
agreement with the Harbour Master is now in force
and some areas of this agreement are the
responsibility of each berth holder.
The club is accountable for the the general upkeep
and tidiness of the pontoon fingers, meaning each
berth holder is required to keep their finger clean,
uncluttered and free of any vegetation. Please ensure
that your area does not give the Harbour Master any
cause for complaint. If there are any structural
problems with your pontoon that require attention
please make Frank Pring our Moorings Officer aware of
the situation.

A FEW MORE
INTERESTING BOAT
NAMES
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LV 55 – Reflections on the Bristol ‘Open Doors’ Days
9/10 September 2017.
As it was my first experience of this event aboard the John Sebastian, I was keen to
know what the level of interest in the vessel would be. The Saturday being fine, the club
members on duty soon welcomed the first visitors and before long the ship was crowded and
remained so for the rest of the day. The bar area proved very popular, not only for socialising
but also for discussing the history of the lightship.
Many were enthusiastic to know more of the history of the John Sebastian.
All ages were represented but I realised relatively few had experience of nautical
affairs, and less a knowledge of lightships. However, there was a great enthusiasm to know
more expressed by the younger visitors, particularly the ladies. When I referred to these
ships being in danger of disappearance with all of their history of technology and also a fair
share of their seafaring romance, some considerable concern was shown. ‘Magical,’ one
young lady called the ship, referring to it being on the edge of accessibility and also from an
unknown world of the past.
There were some who came with prior knowledge; one gentleman named Owers who
had ancestors from the Sussex area displayed a later version of the Owers lightship as
background to his computer screen. Another who worked aboard the Balmoral explained to
me the difficulties encountered in maintaining her in service at the present time. Meeting
safety regulations on a seagoing ship always required considerable expenditure, he
concluded.
Lighthouse and Lightship films proved popular.
As I had not had the chance to discuss in detail with Ben Ewing any material to provide
for these open days, I chose a random selection of DVDs of lightship life to show if time
allowed. Those of the reliefs of the Wolf and Bishop Rock lighthouses and the transfer of a
sick seaman from the Seven Stones lightship in heavy weather helped to bring the work of LV
55 closer to those who came aboard.
Equally, the account
of the Spurn
lightship preserved
at Hull related
directly to this
vessel in terms of
the need for
funding. I felt the
sound effects
accompanying these
early lightship and
lighthouse visits by
boat increased the
feeling of realism
and helped to bring
the JS back to life.
continued....
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Reflections on the Bristol ‘Open Doors’ Days

continued…

Further ideas to create the idea of lightship life.
I suggest that on a future occasion we could record a siren sounding and replay it at
certain intervals as it would be used in fog. Don Norris offered to help me do this from a 45
rpm record.
I also feel it would add interest to ring the ship’s bell according to the
original watch system; the 10.00 a.m. opening time being 4 bells in the forenoon watch.
In conclusion, although visitors on the Sunday were rather fewer, I was encouraged
by those who showed a particular interest in the ship and feel that every effort should be
made to recreate more realistically the life on a lightship and to carefully plan such
occasions. A tally counter might also be useful to record the number of visitors.
Two conversations brought home to me the importance of preserving LV 55:One lady asked me how many there were of these vessels. She looked amazed when
I said the only other one of this age that was accessible is at Blyth in Northumberland.
The other was Peter Corcoran’s reaction when he learned that LV 38 at Thurrock had
been cut up for its remaining brass and teak in 2011/12.
Anthony Lane

4.10.2017

Useful Information
Name

VHF Channel

Seaward
Harbour Master
Bristol VTS (Avonmouth)
City Docks Radio (Bristol Lock)
Portishead Marina
Sharpness Lock
Cardiff Barrage
Penarth Marina
Distress, Safety & Calling Channel

73
12
14
80
13
18
80
16

Inland
Netham Lock
Hanham Lock

01179 776590
07711 403474

Police
Community Police

101

Phone
01179
01179
01179
01275
01453
02920
02920

031484
822257
273633
841941
511968
700234
705021

Useful Contacts

Please contact us for inclusion of your organisation or details of any events
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Useful Contacts

If you would like to advertise your organisation
in ‘Portside’ please get in touch via the e-mail
address on the back page
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Cabot Cruising Club Officers and Committee Members

President:

Bernie Rowe

Vice Presidents:

Martin Peters
Peter Corcoran

Commodore:

Pete Halliday

Vice Commodore:

Ben Ewing

Rear Commodore:

Frank Pring (Moorings Officer)

Bar Chairman:
Hon Secretary:
Hon Treasurer:

Dennis Ludwell
Lynda Halliday
Paul Morris

Committee:

Stuart Lees
Phoebe Arrowsmith-Brown
Jason Pullinger
Don Norris
Diane Davis
Pat Ludwell

(Social Secretary)

-Boat Events Organiser
-Health & Safety
-Bosun
-Website & Advertising
-Membership Secretary

Why Not Visit Us?
Thursday and Saturday
evenings are club nights.
From 19.30 our doors are
open to members, guests and
anyone who would just like a
convivial atmosphere to have
a drink and a chat. Have a
look at our Facebook page or
log on to our website for
more information:
www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk
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Editors Contact Details:
‘PORTSIDE’
E-Mail:
p.halliday594@btinternet.com

Cabot Cruising Club
‘John Sebastian’
John Sebastian
Quay
Bathurst Basin
Bristol
BS1 6SG

Disclaimer

You won’t see this
view again with the
new buildings being put
up on the dockside

Any information or
observations made
in this publication
are given in good
faith, and third
party remarks are
not necessarily the
opinion of the
editor.
Accreditation has
been given when
and where available
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At the Stern
We hope you enjoyed this issue. If
you have any contributions please
e-mail them to us for inclusion in
the next copy.

PARTICIPATE AND BECOME A MEMBER
You don’t have to own a boat to be involved
with the future of Lightvessel55. Why not join
the Cabot Cruising Club as an associate member
and participate in its future. Club nights are on
Thursdays and Saturdays where you can enjoy a
drink whilst chatting with like minded people.
Work Parties if you want to be hands-on take
place every Tuesday evening. Just pop in and
ask for an application form.
Maritime Quotes
Land is the secure ground of home, the sea is like life,
the outside, the unknown.
Stephen Gardiner
The sea, once it casts its spell, holds one in its net of
wonder forever.
Jacques Yves Cousteau

Always
looking
for a
bargain!!
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