
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  

View of Club Boats from 

the JS light Tower 

Opening Comment  
 
You are in for a treat this issue with an 
article from Dr Anthony Lane, an authority 
on the history of Lightvessels and in 
particular a specific interest in the 
preservation of the wooden Lightships. 
 
Other than that you will find the usual mix 
of humour, general knowledge, mysteries 
and trivia. 
 
Also please note the dates shown below 
relating to our remaining events this year; 
please support us with your attendance.  
 

Pete Halliday  

Commodore 

 
30th   Sept – 2nd October CCC Basin Rally 
15th October   Laying up Dance 
27th October   AGM 
29th October   Halloween Party 
12th November The ‘Big Auction’ 

(MLRA) 
26th November Commodore’s 

Dance  
15th December Carol Singing on 

the JS 
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ANTHONY LANE is an authority on British Lightships, who has written a comprehensive 

record of these vessels, entitled ‘Guiding Lights’. He is currently working on an update to his 
book and has been kind enough to write the following article on his thoughts relating to the 
wooden vessels left afloat. Recently Anthony has been spending some time with us to 
accurately measure LV55 and get a better understanding of how she was built and how she 
would have been originally configured.  

 
 The State of Preservation of British Wooden Lightships  

 
In writing this review of the four ships that fall into this category, the words ‘Lack 

of’ might better precede Preservation in the above title, as with the exception LV 16, 
relatively little effort has been made to safeguard them for the future. I mention in this 
context that LVs 38 and 44, earlier both possible subjects for restoration, have now been 
lost to us. 
The Four Survivors. 
 The four vessels comprise three originally owned and operated by Trinity House, LVs 
16, 50 and 55 and one by the Commissioners of Irish Lights, the Cormorant.  All four lie 
afloat, three being subject to tidal variations. They are:- 
 LV 16, built on the Thames in 1840 is moored at the Medway Bridge marina near 
Rochester in Kent.  Privately owned, and earlier neglected, her hull has been carefully 
restored, benefiting this year from full replacement of her caulking and copper cladding, 
at Turk’s Boatyard in Chatham Dockyard. Having said that, almost nothing above the level 
of her main deck is original.  Internally she has been fitted out to a high standard with a 
series of cabins providing accommodation for executives and other such upwardly mobile 
people. 
A completely new deckhouse has been added which provides a communal cooking and 
dining area for all those aboard. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LV 50, completed in 1879 by an unknown builder, is moored at Blyth as the Tyne III, 
clubship of the Royal Northumberland Yacht Club.  She is one of several lightships bought 
by yacht clubs in the 1950s from shipbreakers or directly from Trinity House (LV 38, 44 and 
55 being other examples). She has generally been well maintained and still retains her 
mast and most of her original deck house, although all is now enclosed and virtually the 
whole ship is covered with a metal weather deck, which while it confers protection from 
the elements does not enhance the appearance of the vessel.   
  

LV 16 on the slipway 

at Chatham Dockyard 

in June of this year 

for a full hull 

examination, repair 

and recaulking. 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

The State of Preservation of British Wooden Lightships   continued 

In recent years the ship has suffered from ingress of water and deterioration of the 
stem, which the club hoped to replace with the help of lottery funding.  In this they were 
partly successful but it proved sufficient only for the general state of the ship to be 
determined and not enough for the ship to be taken out of the water for the major hull 
repair to be made. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Little needs to be said about LV 55 built by Charles Hill at Bristol in 1885 which, as 

the John Sebastian, forms the headquarters of the Cabot Cruising Club in that city. She is 
moored in the Bathurst Basin which is maintained at a constant level. Most of those who are 
members and, or who read the ‘Portside’ newsletter, will know a lot about her.  Most of her 
metal fittings had been removed before the club bought her, but in appearance, with her 
red colour, general layout and light mounted atop her mast, she most closely resembles the 
original vessels. 
 

Finally, there is the Cormorant, built in Cork over the years 1876-8.  This is the sole 
surviving Irish lightship of partial wood construction.  Listed as composite, she has more iron 
than LV55, including frames, beams and side plating down to the waterline.  However, she is 
timber-clad externally and to some extent Muntz metal sheathed below water level.  
Unfortunately, she has suffered most from neglect and is now maintained in a stable state 
as a personal dwelling at Whitton Marina, Hoo in Kent. In her favour it can be stated that 
she still has an original deckhouse and the bases of her main and mizzen masts. 
 
A General View of Light Vessel Preservation. 
 Having described the four existing vessels in outline it must be emphasised that while 
their hulls have survived the test of time, their original dismantlers and their conversion to 
various other uses have left them with little or no evidence of how their sophisticated optics 
and fog signals operated.  Knowing only too well these deficiencies, I have endeavoured to 
record in the greatest detail possible the equipment installed and the working of these ships 
over their period of service from 1731-1950. It was during the Victorian era that most of the 
significant developments in the variation of lights, colours and sequences were made and 
the power of the foghorns increased immensely; some of these involved the best scientific 
brains in the country. 
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LV 50, club 

headquarters for 

the Royal 

Northumberland 

Yacht club at Blyth. 
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What can be done to record the immense contribution these ships have made to the 
safe navigation of our shores for future generations?  While it is difficult to imagine one being 
returned to its original state like HMS Victory, the Cutty Sark and the Great Britain, a partial 
restoration of certain features with the rest achieved in virtual form might be possible.  In 
terms of technical achievement they stand direct comparison with these famous ships but so 
far little has been done to preserve either their history or their components. The Lighthouse 
Museum at Penzance and the Engineering Depot at East Cowes, both belonging to Trinity 
House, have both been closed and their contents dispersed to all sorts of unsatisfactory 
places with little thought given to their preservation. 
 
 
The Preservation of a Lightship for Future Generations. 
 There is little choice of vessel available which could promote the history and heritage 
of the wooden lightship.  Two of those described are privately owned, one as a business 
venture and the other as a residence.  These are not able to easily admit anyone with a 
general interest in learning about lightships. LV50 at Blyth, also a yacht club, has obtained 
some National Lottery funding but insufficient to fully restore the vessel for posterity or 
implement a programme of education and instruction for younger people. It was unfortunate 
that their full grant application was rejected. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That only leaves one contender: the John Sebastian still resides in the city in which it 
was built, and it externally conforms to the layout of a wooden lightship. I think an effort 
should be made to promote the vessel further and seek funding to preserve her for posterity, 
recreating in some form, if possible, some part of the engineering and optical marvels of 
these ships before they are lost forever. 
 
Anthony Lane (Dr.) 
 
2.9.2016 
 

The State of Preservation of British Wooden Lightships  continued 
 

As she used to be! LV 55, 

John Sebastian, at the 
Owers station before the 

last war. 
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More Snippets from Bristol Harbour History 

Designing the Floating Harbour  

In 1765, the first proposal for creating a non-tidal harbour was put forward by the eminent 
engineer John Smeaton (Smeaton is better known as the designer of the Eddystone lighthouse, 
plus he also built a number of canals). There followed a number of different ideas, but no 
progress was made until the 1790s, when a new round of plans were put forward. 

In 1802 William Jessop, was engaged to come up with a scheme. Jessop had been born in 
Plymouth in 1745 and was apprenticed to John Smeaton. During this time he learned a lot 
about canal building which led to a successful career in his own right later. He carried out 
extensive waterways work on the river Trent, the river Severn and the hames, and created 
the Grand Junction Canal in the Midlands and the West India Docks in London. He died in 
1814.  

Jessop’s final scheme was an amalgamation of the best ideas from numerous earlier 
proposals. The river Avon was dammed at Rownham and at the bottom of Totterdown Hill, 
near Temple Meads, impounding all the water of the Avon and Frome between these points. A 
weir at Netham controlled the level of the Harbour water, channeling water along a Feeder 
Canal and allowing excess to spill back into the tidal river Avon. 

A second weir, the Overfall Dam, at Rownham controlled the level at the outward end of the 
Harbour. 

A new half-tidal basin (Cumberland Basin) was constructed with entrance locks from the river 
and a junction lock into the Harbour. These locks catered for larger vessels. 

The New Cut was dug from Rownham to Totterdown, creating a tidal bypass on which smaller 
vessels could proceed further inland to secondary entrances at Bathurst Basin and 
Totterdown, bringing them closer to the quays that they wished to visit. This was the idea of 
the Reverend William Milton, vicar of Temple church.  
 
So, in 1809 Bristol was transformed by the opening of the Floating Harbour, 80 acres of tidal 
river had been impounded to allow visiting ships to remain afloat all the time. Over the next 
two centuries the Harbour grew as a busy commercial port until it closed in 1975. Since then, 
it has been regenerated for leisure, commerce and residence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data taken from Bristol City Council produced information and Bristol Wiki 



 

Lightvessel 55 - Work Party Update  
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Sayings – Horse Latitudes 

 "The words of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, "Idle as a painted ship upon a painted ocean” 

well describe a sailing ship's situation when it entered the horse latitudes. Located near 

the West Indies between 30 and 40 degrees north, these waters were noted for 

unfavourable winds that becalmed cattle ships headed from Europe to America.  

Often ships carrying horses would have to cast several overboard to conserve drinking 

water for the rest whilst the ship waited for favourable winds. Because so many horses 

and other cattle were tossed into the sea, the area became known as the "Horse 

Latitudes". 

Work has been progressing on the JS at quite a rate. 
You can’t have missed how good the light looks now 
with its new coat of paint and new glass. There is 
even a new hoist rope so we can again fly the CCC 
Flag on special occasions from the top of the 
repainted mast. 
Portside work on the hull and bulwarks is nearly 
complete, so before long we can look forward to a 
major event that doesn’t happen often, and that is to 
turn the ship so we can start painting the starboard 
side. 
Even though the nights are drawing in please get 
down on Tuesday evenings as there are always jobs 
that need doing inside as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finished & 

Gleaming 



 
   Is it a Ship or is it a Boat?  
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This is a question that has been around for ages, how do you tell the difference? Well, 
here are a few statements, so see what you think. 
 
Length 
It is said that if a vessel is over 120 feet it is a Ship. 
 
Rowing 
You can row a Boat, but you cannot row a Ship.  
 
Handling 
When handling a Boat it is fun, but when handling a Ship it is work.  
 
Abandon Ship 
If a Ship sinks you get into a boat, however if a Boat sinks you get into the water.  
 
Weighty 
You can carry a Boat on a Ship, but probably not a Ship on a Boat. 
 
The Officers Mess Statement 
“A ship is what we are in; a Boat is what the gravy arrives in”. 
 
 
So, do you have any more thoughts on the subject?  
 
 

Nautical Pirate Facts 
 

Captain Morgan, typifies the buccaneer spirit.  He also typified how both 

the establishment and history blurred the line between good and bad.  If 

you were English and you robbed ships belonging to enemy countries such 

as Spain, then you were a good privateer.  But if you looted English or 

allied ships, then you were a bad pirate.  In 1673 Captain Morgan stood trial 

for piracy; however instead of being convicted, the King (Charles II) 

intervened personally, knighted Captain Morgan, and then made him 

governor of Jamaica.  



 
 
 
You don’t get to see the Matthew and the Balmoral meeting in the Avon 
often but at the end of August the Matthew was on its way out and the 
Balmoral was popping into Bristol for a visit during its busy schedule.  
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A Meeting in the Avon 

Thursday evenings are club 

nights. From 19.30 our doors 

are open to members, guests 

and anyone who would just like 

a convivial atmosphere to have 

a drink and a chat. Have a 

look at our Facebook page or 

log on to our website for more 

information: 

www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk 

Why Not Visit Us? 

http://www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk/
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Cookery Corner - Quick Light Bites 

Clever 

Directions: 

1. Heat oven to 400° F. Heat 1 tablespoon of the oil in a large 
ovenproof skillet over medium heat. Add an ordinary onion and 
cook for 5 minutes. 

2. Add the chorizo, potatoes, and ½ teaspoon each salt and pepper 
and cook, covered, stirring occasionally, until the potatoes are 
tender, approximately 10 minutes. 

3. Stir in the parsley. Pour in the eggs and stir to distribute the 
ingredients. Sprinkle with the cheese and transfer to oven. 

4. Bake the omelette until puffed and brown around the edges and a 
knife comes out clean, about 15 minutes. 

5. Divide the lettuce and red onion amongst plates and drizzle with 
the remaining oil. Cut the omelette into wedges and serve with the 
salad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  

2.  

 

 Baked Omelette with Chirizo 

Ingredients:  

 3  Tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil  
 1  Large normal onion, chopped  
 2  Ounces Spanish chorizo, sliced and 

halved,(like a half moon)  
 3/4  Pound red potatoes, diced  
 Salt and pepper  
 3/4  Cup flat-leaf parsley, roughly 

chopped  
 10 large eggs, beaten  
 1 cup (4 ounces) shredded Cheddar 

cheese 
 1 small green-leaf lettuce  

 1/2 Small red onion, thinly sliced  
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CMB9 / DCB1 

DETAILS 
 
Built by Thornycrofts for the Royal Navy in 1916 
 
Originally would have been fitted with Petrol V8 
or V12 engines 
 
Royal Navy No. CMB9 
 
Design speed 40 Knots 
 
Received a Battle Honour for sinking a German Destroyer (G88) off the Belgian coast, which 
it torpedoed on the 8th April 1917 
 
In 1918 it was used as a prototype for ‘Distance Controlled Boat’ and given the designation 
DCB1. In these circumstances it was used in a totally unmanned condition and was controlled 
by an aircraft (Drone) able to command it to fire its torpedo at a given target and then 
return it to base. 
 
Taken out of Royal Navy service in 1950 
 
 
Restoration is still ongoing 
 

 

Just before this year’s Harbour Festival the Club was asked if a World War 1 Torpedo Boat 
could be moored in our Basin for a couple of nights before being taken up river for lifting out 
onto road transport for a journey to Henley. Built in 1916 it is the only vessel of this type 
still afloat in the World and is normally based at Avonmouth. Carrying its torpedo behind the 
helm and launched backwards off the stern I would imagine you would need to veer off 
pretty quickly or there could be a nasty accident!! It was a pleasure to see CMB9 operational 
and it sounded great whilst manoeuvring in the Basin by LV55.  
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Nautical Quotes 
“Ideals are like stars; we never reach them, but like mariners of the sea, we chart our course by them” 

- Carl Shurz 
 

“The fishermen know that the sea is dangerous and the storm terrible, but they have never found these 
dangers sufficient reason for remaining ashore” 

- Vincent Van Gogh 

Don’t 

forget 

the 

CCC 

Basin 

Rally 

Cabot Cruising Club AGM 
 
At the end of October we will be holding our Annual General Meeting at which this year we have 
quite a few important items to cover, so please make the effort to attend. 
There will be a number of positions on the Committee which are being vacated this year, so 
when the application board goes up at the beginning of October please consider putting yourself 
forward if you think you can help with the running of the club. 
Many people complain about what they see as problems or deficiencies with parts of the current 
organisation, therefore this is the time to put your name forward, do something about it and 
become a member of the Committee and make a positive contribution to the future of CCC.  
Having had such a difficult start to the year I would like to feel with all the new interest in the 
JS that we are about to move into a new positive period. Cabot were formed in 1935 and I think 
considering how many other boat clubs have fallen by the wayside that it is wonderful that we 
still have so many people with a passion for the Club, and a deep wish that it doesn’t go the 
way of many others. 
I know it will take up a bit of your time, but as I have said many times before the Club can only 
thrive through the input of its members. So please think seriously about what you could do to 

help 
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On the August Bank Holiday, for the first time a round of the Thundercat Racing 
Championship was held in Clevedon Bay. After locking out of Bristol a few boats from the 
Club stood off Clevedon Pier and watched some of the racing before carrying on to 
Penarth Quays for the weekend. The weather and sea conditions were fortunately good, 
and my understanding from viewers on the beach was that it was a brilliant weekend, 
let’s hope they do it again next year. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thundercat Racing 

Following on from the Thundercat Racing, when we arrived at Penarth they were getting 
ready in Cardiff Bay to hold a round of the P1 Superstock Championship. Briefly the P1 
SuperStock Championship is based on racing identical production boats - the stunning P1 
Panther with two classes competing in five Grand Prix of the Sea events each season. In 
developing the sport of powerboating at a grass roots level, Powerboat P1 is uniquely 
establishing P1 SuperStock as a national series of powerboating in a number of different 
countries.  

The SuperStock race courses are close to shore, tight and fast, making it a great 
spectacle for the public and equally demanding on the drivers and navigators. P1 
SuperStock events are currently held in the USA and venues around the UK.  

So whilst there we got a close up view of some more powerboat racing: for a petrol head 
like me it just doesn’t get any better, unless of course one day I could get to helm one 

myself. 

P1 Superstock Racing 
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On the 3rd to the 5th June, BCC with assistance from CCC hosted the Bristol Rib weekend 
when crews from all over the UK plus some European crews descended on the harbour for a 
get together, culminating in a cruise to Cardiff Mermaid Quay and back on the Sunday. The 
boats went via the Second Severn Crossing and Clevedon Bay before mooring in Cardiff for a 
cup of coffee before the return trip to Bristol. On the Saturday a few of the boats did a high 
speed run from Bristol to Lundy then back to Bristol via Cardiff in time for the BBQ. 
On the Friday evening CCC held a BBQ and live entertainment for everybody on board the 
‘John Sebastian’ and on Saturday BCC held a BBQ and live entertainment on board the 
‘Sabrina’.  
Proceeds made from donations and an auction held by BCC, were given to SARA (Severn Area 
Rescue Association.  
Footage of the Sunday run can be found on You Tube at the following address 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ7rPal81pk 

 

Gathering of the Ribs   

Pill Pilots 
The village of Pill was famous for the skill of its pilots. 
They used their knowledge of the tides and currents of the 
Bristol Channel to guide ships safely to the mouth of the 
Avon. However journeys up the river to Bristol were no 
less demanding. Ships had to be towed upriver on the 
rising tide and moored before the ebb. At low tide ships 
had to rest on the river bed. The journey for a ship being 

towed from Pill to Bristol could take as long as a week. 

A Bit of History - Pill Hobblers 

Pill Hobblers 
The cargoes of some larger ships were transferred to smaller craft to make the journey up to Bristol. 
The big ships were moored at Pill's Hung Road and the Pill Hobblers hauled the smaller boats upriver 
using the towpath and sometimes horses. The hobblers also towed ships into Bristol with rowboats. 
Steam tugs eventually took over, but Pill still has its Hobblers who do the same job they have done for 
centuries.  (Information from the Avon Trail and Pinterest) 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiJ0o7urvjOAhWICywKHWaYDIYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pt007a3948/north-somerset/&psig=AFQjCNH5_oA-wwUgngtZcvwf39JOGWHUPg&ust=1473169570081048
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Club Reminders 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

CCC Annual General 
Meeting 

 

27th October 2016 
Your chance to vote 

for the Club Officers 

and Committee 

CCC Basin Rally 
Friday 30th September 

Saturday 1st October 

Sunday 2nd October 

Entertainment on 

Friday and Saturday 

Evenings 

WORK PARTIES EVERY 

TUESDAY EVENING 

come along and lend a 

hand 

Auction Night in 

conjunction with the 

Merchant Landings 
Residents Association 

12th November 

19.30 onboard the 

‘John Sebastian’ 
Don’t forget costume  
for the Halloween 
Party on the 29th 

October 



  

 British Officer Fitness Reports  
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The form used for Royal Navy and Marines fitness reports is the S206. The following 
are actual excerpts taken from people's '206s'....  
 
 
 
 His men would follow him anywhere, but only out of curiosity.  

 
 I would not breed from this Officer.  

 
 This Officer is really not so much of a has-been, but more of a definitely 

won't-be.  
 

 He has carried out each and every one of his duties to his entire satisfaction. 
 

 He would be out of his depth in a car park puddle.  
 
 Technically sound, but socially impossible.  

 
 This Officer reminds me very much of a gyroscope - always spinning around at 

a frantic pace, but not really going anywhere.  
 
 This young lady has delusions of adequacy.  

 
 When he joined my ship, this Officer was something of a granny; since then he 

has aged considerably.  
 
 Since my last report he has reached rock bottom, and has started to dig.  

 
 She sets low personal standards and then consistently fails to achieve them.  

 
 This Officer should go far - and the sooner he starts, the better.  

 
 This man is depriving a village somewhere of an idiot.  

 
 The only ship I would recommend this man for is citizenship.  

 
 Works well when under constant supervision and cornered like a rat in a trap.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: 'Jackspeak: The Pusser's Rum Guide to Royal Navy Slanguage', by Rick Jolly, pub.1989. 



 
  Cabot Cruising Club Officers and Committee Members 
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President:    Bernie Rowe 
 
Vice Presidents:   Pat Ludwell 

Peter Corcoran 
 

 
Commodore:   Pete Halliday 
 
Vice Commodore:  Emma Bennand 
 
Rear Commodore:  Frank Pring 
 
 
 
Bar Chair:    Lorraine Howe 
Hon Secretary:   Paul Morris 
Hon Treasurer:   Sarah Walker 
 
 
Committee:   Kelvyn Haines   - Social Secretary 

John Bartlett - BoatTrips Organiser 
Jane Savill  - Membership Secretary 
Don Norris  - Website & Advertising 
Vaughn Thomas - Bar Assist 
Ben Ewing  - Health & Safety, Electrical 
Tim Williams - Bosun 

 
Trustees:    Sylvia Bush 
     Dennis Ludwell 
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Maritime Mysteries 
 

The Baltic Sea Anomaly is a 60-metre (200 ft) diameter circular rock-like formation on the 

floor of the northern Baltic Sea at the center of the Bothnian Sea discovered by Peter Lindberg, 

Dennis Åsberg and their Swedish "Ocean X" diving team in June 2011.  

Commentators have suggested that the structure could be a World War II anti-submarine device, a 

battleship gun turret, sediment dropped by a fishing trawler, or a flying saucer. Geologists have 

stated that it is most likely a natural geological formation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Discovery 

The discovery was made on June 19, 2011 by the Swedish-based "Ocean X Team" during a dive in 

the Baltic Sea between Sweden and Finland while searching for an old shipwreck. The group 

describe themselves as treasure hunters and salvage operators who specialise in underwater searches 

for sunken "antique high-end alcoholic beverages and historic artifacts". In March 2012 Ocean X 

formalized a partnership with entertainment producers Titan TV to produce a TV documentary 

series and documentary film.  

Description 

According to Ocean X, the formation has the appearance of "rough granite", is 3 to 4 metres (9.8 to 

13.1 ft) thick and approximately 60 metres (200 ft) in diameter, stands on an 8-meter (26 ft) tall 

pillar-like feature, and is located at a depth of 85 to 90 metres (279 to 295 ft). There is also another 

smaller object not far away. The object is at the end of what resembles a 300-metre (980 ft) 

"runway". 

The Ocean X team has published one additional close-up sonar scan on their Web site and nine 

additional close-up sonar scans on their YouTube page that appears to show a 90-degree angle and 

other features of the object.  

On their second expedition, they reported that they had found something that looks like a staircase 

and a round black hole that goes directly into the structure.  

Göran Ekberg, marine archaeologist at Sjöhistoriska museet (Maritime museum) in Stockholm was 

quoted as saying, "A natural, geological formation can't be ruled out. I agree the finding looks weird 

since it's completely circular. But nature has produced stranger things than that." Martin 

Jakobsson, professor of marine geology and geophysics at Stockholm University also examined 

images from the dive and said, "I'm guessing it's some sort of sandstone. But to make things clear, 

I've only seen the media images, and I need more material before making an official statement." 

Danish archaeologist Jørgen Dencker said the formation was quite possibly a grouping of rocks 

deposited by Ice age glaciers. Other experts say that the formation may be a pillow basalt, a moraine, 

or the product of a hydrothermal vent. We await their next expedition and more information.  

Information taken from Wikipedia and other internet sources 

 



 

 

Please contact us for inclusion of your organisation or details of any events 

Useful Contacts 

Name   VHF Channel  Phone 

 

Seaward 
Harbour Master  73  01179 031484 
Bristol VTS (A’mouth)  12  01179 822257 
City Docks Radio  14  01179 273633 
Portishead Marina  80  01275 841941 
Sharpness Lock  13  01453 511968 
Cardiff Barrage  18  02920 700234 
Penarth Marina  80  02920 705021 

 

Inland 
Netham Lock     01179 776590 
Hanham Lock     07711 403474 
 

Police 
Community Police    101 

 

Page 18                     Portside 



  

Page 19                     Portside 

 Useful Contacts 

If you would like to advertise your organisation 

in ‘Portside’ please get in touch via the e-mail 

address on the back page 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope you enjoyed this issue. If you have any 
contributions please e-mail them to us for inclusion 

in the next copy. 

At the Stern 
 

Editors Contact Details: 
 

‘PORTSIDE’ 
  

E-Mail: 

p.halliday594@btinternet.com 

‘OPEN DOORS’ 
For the first time on the weekend of 10th/11th September the ‘John Sebastian’ was officially 
part of the Bristol ‘Open Doors’ scheme where the public get free access to places of 
interest around the City. The response was terrific with visitors fascinated by the history 
of the vessel, and it was surprising to realise how many Bristol residents had no idea that 
another piece of important maritime history was actually residing in the harbour. A great 

weekend which certainly raised our profile and could even lead to new members.  
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Disclaimer 
 

Any information or 

observations made 

in this publication 

are given in good 

faith, and third 

party remarks are 

not necessarily the 

opinion of the 

editor. 

Accreditation has 

been given when 

and where available 

‘River Breakdown 

Service, Sir’ 
After a recent trip up 
the river in our 
inflatable, just before 
Beeses Tea Gardens our 
engine stopped 
suddenly and wouldn’t 
restart. It turned out to 
be a fuel problem and 
we had to suffer the 
ignominy of being 
towed the last half mile 
by Martin. 
A couple of weeks later 
low and behold the 
shoe was on the other 
foot when starting out 
on a similar trip his 
engine expired and 
wouldn’t start again.  

‘One way of saving fuel’ 

 

Cabot Cruising Club 
 ‘John Sebastian’ 
John Sebastian 

Quay 
Bathurst Basin 

Bristol 
BS1 6SG 

 


