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Opening Comment  

Welcome to the Spring edition of the CCC 

Newsletter. Once again we have an excellent 

article relat ing to the history of lightships, a 

look back at the Annual Dinner and some 

articles covering the history of the Bristol 

Channel and Floating Harbour. 

It is pleasing to see a number of new 

members in the Club, please make them all 

welcome.  

Also note that on page 13 Paul Morris our 

Commodore has some messages for the 

membership. 

Pete Halliday   

Editor  
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Bopping at the Annual Dinner Dance  
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Annual Dinner Dance  

For the second time  the Club decided on Armada House as the venue for the Annual Dinner Dance. 

Ably arranged by Sarah Walker and held in the aptly named Cabot Room attendees had a highly 

enjoyable evening as demonstrated in the pictures of the event . 

The Band ôCatch 22õ were in great form and there was hardly a person who was not up and 

dancing at some point during the evening .  

Dennis Ludwell skilfully handled the evening as our Master of Ceremonies and after our 

Commodore Paul Morris delivered a succinct speech the awards ceremony and raffle took place. 

Lynda Halliday the Vice -Presidents wife presented the trophies . 
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Annual Dinner Dance  

Listed below are the 2017 Trophy Winners:   

Waterways Shield    Phoebe Arrowsmith -Brown  (Harmony)  

Most miles travelled by Narrowboat   

Vice Presidents Cup   Tony Boyce    (Brenton)   

Most miles travelled on inland waterways other than Narrowboat   

Jennings -Thomas Cup  Jason Pullinger   (Eluva)   

Most miles travelled by a Motor Cruiser from Bathurst Basin 

Vice Presidents Shield  Bernie Rowe    (Mimosa)   

Most miles travelled by a Motor Cruiser berthed outside Bathurst Basin 

Presidents Cup   Paul Morris    (Christine)  

Most miles travelled by Sail berthed outside Bathurst Basin 

Commodores Cup   Stewart Lees   (Cirrus 2)   

Most miles travelled by Sail from Bathurst Basin 

Commodore ȭs Shield  Jason Pullinger    

#ÏÍÍÏÄÏÒÅȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÔÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÄÕÔÉÅÓ 

Jubilee Cup    Mike Walker    

For helping someone 
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German 

Submarine 

U86 in 

Bristol 

Floating 

Harbour  in 

December 

1918  

German Submarine (U86) in Bristol Harbour in 1918  

Here is a picture that I came across recently: A captured WW1 German submarine being 

manoeuvred in Bristol harbour in 1918. At the end of the war when the German fleet was 

surrendered some of the captive U -Boats were toured around the country by Royal Navy  crews. 

Two were brought to Bristol in December 1918; one of them was U86.  They were moored in front 

of the Hippodrome (the area was still part of the Floating Harbour and wouldnõt be covered until 

later). Bristolians eagerly queued up to go aboard and loo k around the U-Boats, with their entry 

fees going to charity.  At the time nobody realised that the vessel they were excitedly looking over 

had been responsible for killing more than 90 Bristol men who formed part of the crew of one of 

her victims.   

 U86 under the command of Helmut Patzig was a U -boat with one of the highest success rates 

during the closing year of WW1. However she was also at the centre of a storm regarding the 

illegal action of torpedoing and sinking the Canadian Hospital Ship the Llandove ry Castle on the 

27th June 1918. She was sunk off the coast of Ireland whilst fully lit and identified as a hospital 

ship complete with red crosses emblazoned amidships on her hull. Additionally Patzig then 

rammed and fired upon the lifeboats killing most of the survivors resulting in the loss of 234 

persons including the Bristol men previously mentioned. It was said to have been the worst naval 

atrocity of WW1.  

Helmut Patzig and two of the officers on U86 were later indicted for war crimes but Patzig 

escaped to Danzig, later returning to Germany to serve in shore based submarine training roles 

during WW2. He eventually died aged 93 years in 1984, with very little known about his 

whereabouts in the intervening periods.  

 


