NEWSLETTER

Portside

Autumn
2018

Cabot Cruising Club
Opening Comment
The summer is over and the nights are drawing
in, and it is that time of year again when it
becomes your opportunity to influence the future
direction of the Club by voting for the people
who you think can make a difference. This year
the Annual General Meeting will be taking place
on Thursday 25th October. Please ensure you
attend as every vote is vital.
A very successful Bristol Open Doors took place in
September with substantial numbers visiting the
JS, hopefully raising our profile and possibly
attracting some new members.
Finally please ensure you read the comments
made by the Commodore on page 8.
Pete Halliday
Editor
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Bristol Open Doors
by Lynda Halliday

The same weekend as the CCC Basin
Rally was the Bristol Open Doors event.
We had a few visitors on Friday, but
Saturday and Sunday proved yet again
to be a great success. Many visitors had
passed the JS daily without realising the
rich history of the vessel, so were very
surprised when coming on board. Our
volunteers once again manned the
galley and offered refreshments, which
went down very well with the guests.
The lovely comments left by people in
the visitors’ book were much
appreciated and a number expressed a
wish to actually become associate
members of the club. The club made
available booklets giving the history of
LV55 plus rolling visual displays. On
deck members were showing restoration
work taking place and the South Bristol
Amateur Radio Enthusiasts were live onair attempting to make contacts around
the World,

Members of
the public
looking over
Lightvessel 55
and enjoying
some
refreshments
on board
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(PART SIX)

– BRISTOL TO STOURPORT

(by Stephen Lamb)

More than six years after our plan to cruise all the way up the navigable River Severn began to
take shape, and nearly three years after the Morwen’s previous seagoing trip (to Cardiff) in 2015,
we locked out of Bristol once more on July 25th. Not on the morning tide this time but the
evening one, with two dear friends. Waiting for us at the initial destination – Portishead – were
four more, to complete a congenial party!
The passage went smoothly apart from some minor glitches, including the discovery of a splitting
wooden base that could no longer support our Ensign, and the unexpected inflation of one of our
friends – or at least of the lifejacket he was trying to put on. To my consternation, he abruptly
resembled the Michelin Man, and considerable joint efforts were required by both him and Sue to
effect deflation and removal. So it passed its road test without even hitting the water! None of
this detracted from a gloriously sunny evening, with very little wind and conditions as good as we
could possibly wish for.

Morwen
moored in
Portishead

A call to Bristol VTS as we passed under the Avonmouth motorway bridge, and we proceeded in
perfect visibility. The one tricky aspect was the brightness of the sun, into which we were
headed, but the glasses in which I’d invested for skiing earlier in the year played a valuable
alternative role. With Portbury to port, we soon reached the Outer green buoy and turned in
towards Portishead Quays Marina. In one of our handbooks, the Bristol Channel and Severn
Cruising Guide, Peter Cumberlidge warns of the west-going eddy setting towards the pier on
approach. Although we were expecting it, the strength was surprising, unsettling the Morwen
enough to dislodge several bottles below, happily without breakages!
Once locked in, my hasty berthing embedded a screw from pontoon
finger K18 in our hull, but our Portishead friends reassured us that the
Morwen had looked the part while negotiating the eddy. A cheerful
party followed, before we slept knowing that we would have a pilot
for the next phase – one of the two most exacting – of the trip, on the
following day’s evening tide. We also had our chartplotter – still
containing our track to Cardiff via the Editor’s waypoints – primed for
a similar role the following day, which included a chance and welcome
encounter with Keith Willmott, who had shepherded me through a Day
Skipper course six years earlier.
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LAMBS TALES continued
“The 17-mile passage up to Sharpness”
warns Cumberlidge, “is not to be trifled with
on account of the powerful tides, numerous
shoals and the shallowness of the upper
reaches.” Consideration of this and various
conversations over half a decade had
prompted us to contact the Gloucester Pilots
Partnership, and their most recent recruit,
Charles Drewett, duly arrived at the lock at
3.30 to board. His friendly presence settled
nerves, and enhanced the enthralling
passage up the Estuary with clear
instructions, information and sound local
knowledge. Apologies here to the
Commodore – he would have done it just as
well, had I thought to ask him.
Much was memorable about the passage,
with the horizon increasingly dominated by
both great Severn Bridges. It reminded me
of a special joint edition of BBC Points West
and Wales Today, broadcast on the evening
the Second Severn Crossing opened in 1996.
I had the chance to stand admiringly in the
middle, a couple of hours or so before traffic
began to flow for the first time.

2nd Severn Crossing
Sharpness
Soon we were passing beneath, through the
Shoots, where the deep turbulence caused by the
rising tide was already evident. It intensified as
we progressed under the original bridge,
repeatedly pressurising the Morwen to stray from
her intended course.
We were in such good time that we needed to
turn into the tide for a while off Inward Rocks
Point, in order to avoid running out of water.
Then a comparatively gentle cross from the
western to eastern side of the narrowing estuary,
with the tower and wind turbine at Sharpness
looming gradually larger.
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LAMB’S TALES continued
After watching a cargo ship emerge, the most dramatic
moment came at Sharpness Pier. Charles had explained
the need, having turned to starboard to round it,
immediately to go sharply to port to compensate as we
reached beyond the tide. A jerky manoeuvre,
accomplished at the slight but raucous cost of our
ladder falling heavily below! Before leaving to prepare
for his next job – a serious ship at 4.00 the following
morning – Charles kindly gave us a bronze
commemorative plaque engraved “Portishead Sharpness, 21 miles, 2 locks”.
Cruising the remaining 60 miles to Stourport was
sedate, but not without incident. We stayed at Saul,
enjoying a pub lunch in the village and a stroll around
Frampton, and breezed through the manned swing
bridges along the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal. After
the next lock at Gloucester we berthed at Ashleworth,
about seven miles further north. By a pleasant
coincidence in the delightful old riverside pub – yes, it’s
called the Boat Inn – we bumped into another CCC
member, John Houlihan, happily back at work after a
freak injury sustained playing golf. Then to
Tewkesbury, where while berthing we were hit by a
cloudburst, the first break in weather of the trip.
Some of the heavy rain having leaked into the
forecabin, we acquired and installed a tarpaulin.
During our stay we climbed the inside of the old
Abbey tower, from the top of which the
Cotswolds dominate to the east, the Malverns to
the west. Tewkesbury was one of the decisive
battles of the Wars of the Roses, and the cricket
ground where Lancashire met Yorkshire to mark
its 500th anniversary in 1971 is visible too.
Overnight rain intervened on our next berth at
Worcester, but thanks to the efforts of the
tarpaulin fairy to reinstate it, the skipper was
blissfully unaware of this until the following day!
The remaining 12 miles upstream from Worcester
provide one of the Severn’s most attractive
reaches. In fact we were to get to know much of
it twice as well as we expected, owing to a
jammed lock gate that threatened to end our
trip indefinitely. Unaware of this future setback
we cruised gently in to Stourport, finding a
perfectly appointed berth in front of the Angel
Inn, and contemplated the remarkably varied
attractions at the navigable head of the longest
river in the UK.

Morwen in front of
Worcester Cathedral

Moored at Stourport
The second part of this
story relating to the
return journey will
appear in the winter
edition of ‘Portside’
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A Nautical Funeral
A pair of novice sailors’ best mate died, and in his will specified that
he wanted them to bury him at sea.
So, the pair set out from shore in a rowboat with the body. They had
rowed out a little way when one got out of the boat and stood knee
deep in water.
“We need to go out further,” he told the other. So they rowed out
another fifty yards, and the same sailor jumped out again to find
the water reached his chin.
“We need to go out further,” he said again.
About 150 yards from shore, he jumped out of the rowboat again
and disappeared under water. After five minutes, he
reappeared coughing and spluttering, and said to the other: “Thats’
far enough; hand me the shovel.”

TATTOOS
Tattoos are thought to have originated among the indigenous tribes of the Pacific and were first
brought to the West by early explorers. Captain Cook and his crew were probably the first
Westerners to experience them and coined the word tattoo from the Polynesian tattow. They
were extremely popular amongst 18th - Century sailors and some images acquired special
symbolism.
For example:
Anchor:
Fully Rigged Ship:
King Neptune:
Palm Trees:
Harpoon:
Star or Compass Rose:
Hold Fast:

for crossing the Atlantic
for rounding Cape Horn
for crossing the Equator
for serving in the Mediterranean
for working on a fishing boat
to help you find your way home
one word across the knuckles of each hand; to prevent falling
overboard
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Work Parties on LV55
Recently, Jason our Bosun has done a
quick survey of members to check
how they feel about doing work
parties on Saturday mornings during
the winter months. The consensus
amongst the few members who do
help favoured this idea; therefore
this came into immediate effect.
During the Open Doors weekend Mike
Pope and Pete Brewer did an
amazing job installing two more
sections of the new handrail
amidships on the port side. It created
a lot of interest from the public and
hopefully gave them an insight into
the huge amount of work that has to
take place to keep pace with the
demands of a vessel like LV55.

Installing the new handrail sections

Observations on Mooring









You can never come alongside too slowly
There are three simple rules for a successful mooring. Nobody knows what they
are.
Leaving the mooring is optional. Return is mandatory.
A successful mooring is one that you can cruise away from.
Your chance of a successful mooring is inversely proportional to the number of
witnesses.
Watching a boat mooring is the greatest spectator sport ever invented.
Mooring under power is supposedly normal. Mooring under sail is an adventure.
The frequency of changes in the wind speed and direction is inversely proportional
to the boat’s proximity to the pontoon. Tide speed increases as you approach the
pontoon.
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A Message from your Commodore
It has been a busy few months, a couple of boat trips, lots of work and activity on the JS.
She is looking so good, a very BIG thank you to all that have contributed to the hard work
that has been done. NOT to forget a BIG thank you to all of those that have worked hard
to generate the funds that enable the works to be completed, such as the Basin
Rally/Open Doors, the Bar, Raffles and Club events. We are getting there, slowly but
surely.
We are always wanting more help, more members to join in with all sorts of work to keep
the club growing. Please step forward and help, it is your club and it needs you.
Plenty to do through the winter, lots of bar help needed to keep the revenue coming in. I
look forward to seeing you all at the AGM and of course the Laying Up Supper.
Many thanks,
Paul Morris, Commodore
FORTH COMING EVENTS. (please put these dates in your diary now)
Saturday 27th October 2018 – Halloween Night
Saturday 10th November 2018 – Commodores Dance
Thursday 20th December 2018 – Carols at Cabot events.
Monday 31st December 2018 – News Year’s Eve Bash
Saturday 26th January 2019 – Cabot Annual Dinner Dance

Coming Soon

Saturday 16th February 2019 – Valentine Night
Saturday 16th March 2019 – Auction night
Saturday 13th April 2019 – Anchors Away
Saturday 22nd June 2019 – Mid Summer Ball
Fri/Sat/Sun 20,21,22 September 2019 - Basin Rally
Saturday 27th October 2018 – Halloween Night

A
Gift10thtoNovember
the Club
Saturday
2018 – Commodores Dance
Thursday
20th December
2018 –that
Carols
at Cabot
events.
Some of you
will be aware
member
Colin
Bush (our volunteer organist and

Christmasst carols accompanist) has been ill for some time and is currently in hospital
Monday 31 December 2018 – News Year’s Eve Bash
after a recent fall breaking his hip. Our best wishes are extended to Colin and Sylvia.
Saturday 26th January 2019 – Cabot Annual Dinner Dance

As you may be aware due to Colin’s condition he will never be able to play again at any
of
our events,
so Sylvia
kindly donated
his electronic organ to the Club. Hopefully
Saturday
16th February
2019has
– Valentine
Night
somewhere amongst the membership we will find someone with the requisite skills to
th
play with16the
Saturday
March
enthusiasm
2019 – Auction
that Colin
night had.
Saturday 13th April 2019 – Anchors Away
Saturday 22nd June 2019 – Mid Summer Ball

Page 9

Portside

Linguine with Smoky
Paprika Prawns
Source Olive

Ingredients









linguine
garlic 1 clove,
olive oil
chilli flakes
smoked paprika
raw peeled prawns
lemon
flat-leaf parsley

150g
crushed
a good pinch
1/4 tsp
200g
1/2, juiced
a handful, chopped

Method


STEP 1
Cook the linguine in boiling salted water until tender. Drain, keeping a
cup of the cooking water.



STEP 2
Meanwhile, cook the garlic gently in 2 tbsp olive oil for 3 minutes. Add
the chilli flakes and paprika and stir for a minute then tip in
the prawns. Cook for 2-3 minutes until pink and just cooked through.



STEP 3
Add the lemon juice, drained linguine and a few tbsp of the pasta
cooking water. Season and toss everything together, then stir through
the parsley and serve.

A quick (15 minutes) meal which
serves 2 people
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Bathurst Basin by Balloon
Members Mark and Eva recently took a trip
by hot air balloon which fortuitously flew
directly over Bathurst Basin. They have
kindly given me a number of the pictures to
publish. Now you can check out your boat
from above.

Some brilliant images
taken from a hot air
balloon. The Docks and
Bathurst Basin look
stunning from the air.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2018
SATURDAY 20TH OCTOBER

LAYING UP SUPPER

THURSDAY 25TH OCTOBER

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

SATURDAY 27TH OCTOBER

HALLOWEEN

SATURDAY 10TH NOVEMBER

COMMODORE’S DANCE

FRIDAY 16th NOVEMBER

MLRA QUIZ NIGHT

THURSDAY 20th DECEMBER

CAROL SINGING ON THE JS

MONDAY 31st DECEMBER

NEW YEARS EVE PARTY

FULL DETAILS OF THESE AND OTHER EVENTS WILL BE DISPLAYED ON THE CABOT SOCIAL
BOARD ON THE ‘JOHN SEBASTIAN’, CIRCULATED VIA E-MAIL AND POSTED ON THE CABOT
WEB SITE

All events free to Annual Social Fund members, with the exception of the Mid-Summer Ball,
Dinner Dance and Basin Rally, non-members and all guests pay £5.00 where applicable.
Bring your guests and come along and enjoy a great time.
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What’s your position, sailor?
A novice yachtsman got into trouble in a heavy swell and
had called the Coastguard for help.
“Mayday, Mayday, Mayday!” he yelled. “This is yacht
Corporate Junket, Corporate Junket, Corporate Junket,
over.”
“Corporate Junket, this is Solent Coastguard,” came the
reply. “Can you give me your position sir, over.”
“Solent Coastguard this is yacht Corporate Junket. I’m a
director in a financial planning company, over.”

“My wife has just sailed to the Caribbean.”
“Jamaica?”
“No, she wanted to.”

“I saw a chap managing to juggle twenty rowing
implements.
It was oar inspiring.”
“I saw a chap with a big bushy beard earlier.”
“Was it a naval beard?”
“No, it was on his chin like everyone else.”

“I just bought a really expensive barge pole.
I thought I would push the boat out.”
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CABOT CRUISING CLUB – Personal Observations by the Editor
Whilst glancing back over old issues I came across some previous comments which I think are
very pertinent at this juncture in time and need re-iterating, mainly regarding how we need
to support our present Commodore in the ongoing struggle he has to get members to actively
participate in the Club.
CCC has a long history and is well known amongst the boating community, and most
importantly is also very fortunate to be situated in such a lovely setting as Bathurst Basin.
Members should feel privileged to be part of this organisation which is so much more than just
a mooring for their boat.

New members are always difficult to attract particularly with the limited number of moorings
we have available. With that detail in mind we must constantly look at ways in which CCC can
be actively involved in the harbour community and attract new members be they boat owners
or not.
So far, in my short time with the Club it has been encouraging to see how changing faces on
the committee have worked in unison and in a much more democratic way to try and
constantly improve and advertise the benefits of being a Cabot member. We Joined Cabot
because other than the requirement of a mooring we also wished to be part of a group of like
minded people who enjoy the social side of boating.

Therefore we need to address the diminishing numbers of boat owning members on club
nights and social events. It would be nice to see larger attendances as everybody is aware
that the money taken over the bar is what keeps the Club going and the ‘John Sebastian’
afloat. If all you want is a mooring in Bathurst Basin, go somewhere else.
So, to sum up please support your committee, attend the club nights and the social functions
which are arranged for your benefit. Or why not step-up, put yourself forward and help run
the Club.
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(by Briony Pope)

An extra name for the John Sebastian and a new fund-raising idea for the Club!
We’re going to start holding regular arts events on board. Gradually over the
next few months we’re hoping to build a programme of plays, comedy nights,
film showings, exhibitions, children’s theatre etc for club members and their
friends to enjoy.
The first event is on October 24th when Southwest Scriptwriters will perform the first of a
series of Scratch Nights.
‘Southwest Scriptwriters’ is based at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre. Amateur and professional
stage, screen and radio writers take early drafts of their work to be read at monthly meetings
to receive feedback – to help them improve and develop their ideas. Later they showcase their
work in front of an audience, employing professional actors to perform a script-in-hand
rehearsed reading, known as a ‘Scratch Night’.
It’s an opportunity for agents and producers to see new
work, and for the audience to voice opinions about drama
material destined for the entertainment industry.
”One evening. Eight stories. What started as flickers of
ideas in the minds of each writer, you’ll see unfold
before you in a dynamic collection of work representing
an incredible amount of hard work, perseverance and
talent. From farcical comedy to gritty drama, The
Scratch Night has something for everyone. We’re
delighted to share these pieces with you on the John
Sebastian, and we hope you enjoy watching them as
much as we enjoyed creating them.”

Three or four Scratch Nights a year will take place on the JS, presenting material
chosen from their workshops at the Bristol Old Vic.

Other artists and theatre companies have also expressed an interest in this new
dimension of the Cabot Cruising Club and we are looking forward to developing a
varied programme. If you know of anyone who might like to become involved with
this initiative for the club, please speak to Briony Pope or any other Committee
members.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
25th October 2018
This is your opportunity to vote for flag officers and a committee who you believe will guide the Club
through the next year. Alternatively why not stand for a position yourselves, as the club can only function
if the members play an active part in the day to day running.
Please make a note in your diary and ensure you attend the AGM.

Name

VHF Channel

Phone

Seaward
Harbour Master
Bristol VTS (Avonmouth)
City Docks Radio (Bristol Lock)
Portishead Marina
Sharpness Lock
Cardiff Barrage
Penarth Marina
Distress, Safety & Calling Channel

73
12
14
80
13
18
80
16

Inland
Netham Lock
Hanham Lock

01179 776590
07711 403474

Police
(Community Police)

101

01179
01179
01179
01275
01453
02920
02920

031484
822257
273633
841941
511968
700234
705021

You will find all the local
VHF channel numbers
here and telephone
numbers that you should
need when out and about
in your boat.
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News Flash
Due to the dark nights
there will be work
parties on Saturday
mornings from 0830
until 1200

Portside

Need
some
Regalia
speak to
Lynda on
Club Night

Work Parties
Remember to
support Jason your
Bosun by getting
down to the ‘John
Sebastian’
Alternatively have a
word with Den about
doing a stint
supporting him
behind the bar.
Support with the bar
is desperately
needed.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Thursday 25th October
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If you are an organisation who would
like to help in some way towards the
restoration work taking place on
LV55 or could support the Club in
other ways we would be happy to
place an advert for your Company
free of charge in the quarterly
Newsletter. Please contact the
Editor, the Bosun Jason Pullinger or
any Committee member listed on
Page 18 to discuss how you can help.

THAT COPY SHOP
14 Alexandra Road
Clevedon
North Somerset
BS21 7QE
01275 342 123

ADVERTISING
Would you like to advertise your organisations services or products in ‘PORTSIDE’, then contact
the Editor to arrange inclusion of your advert in the next issue.
Adverting rates are as follows:
¼ page advert

£60 per annum

(4 issues)

½ page advert

£100 per annum

(4 issues)

Full page advert

£150 per annum

(4 issues)
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President:

Bernie Rowe

Vice Presidents:

Pete Halliday
Peter Corcoran

Commodore:

Paul Morris

Vice Commodore:

Tim Williams

Rear Commodore:

Jason Pullinger (Bosun)

Bar Chairman:

Dennis Ludwell

Hon Secretary:

Stephen Lamb

Hon Treasurer:

John Bartlett

Committee:

Stuart Lees

-Boat Events Organiser

Don Norris

-Website & Advertising

Diane Davis
Briony Pope

-Theatre Events

Pat Ludwell

-Membership Secretary

Why Not Visit Us?
Thursday and selected Saturday
evenings are club nights. From
19.30 our doors are open to
members, guests and anyone who
would just like a convivial
atmosphere to have a drink and
a chat. Have a look at our
Facebook page or log on to our
website for more information:
www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk
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CCC Basin Rally
The Basin Rally took place on the same
weekend as Bristol Open Doors, so was
very frenetic. On Friday night the
traditional Chilli or Ploughmans were
available whilst once more we were
lucky enough to be entertained by
Celena and Allan. Another stellar
performance.
Saturday night was an informal BBQ
with entertainment by Red Ray and the
Reprobates, a Rockabilly band who
were in great form on the night.
On Sunday afternoon visitors were then
entertained by the Balkany Band whilst
enjoying a drink and a pasty.
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At the Stern
Boat Maintenance

Editors Contact Details:
E-Mail:
p.halliday594@btinternet.com

-

If it doesn't move and it should, spray it with WD40. If it
does move and it shouldn't, wrap it with duct tape.

A History of the ‘John Sebastian’

“Must have” items to purchase:
The history of LV55 booklet and the
Cabot Cruising Club key ring/LED
torch, get yours on Club Night

Only
£2.50

Only
£1.50
The Cabot Cruising Club Key Ring

End Joke
A Petty Officer overheard a recruit say he was going downstairs. "Listen, sailor," he
snarled, "Downstairs is below, that side is starboard, that's aft and that's portside. If I ever
hear you say one more civilian word like "downstairs" again I'll throw you through that little
round window over there!"
Disclaimer
Any information or observations made in this publication are given in good faith, and third party
remarks are not necessarily the opinion of the editor. Accreditation has been given where available

Printed by: That Copy Shop, 14 Alexandra Road. Clevedon, North Somerset. BS21 7QE

Cabot Cruising Club
‘John Sebastian’, John Sebastian Quay, Bathurst Basin, Bristol, BS1 6SG
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