NEWSLETTER
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Winter
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Cabot Cruising Club
Opening Comment
What an interesting period it has been recently. A
number of events have taken place onboard the
‘John Sebastian’ including the launch of the
Lightship Theatre Scratch Nights. Be sure to read
the reviews on Page 4. The AGM has been and
gone and details are on Page 6. On the 20 th
December our Christmas carols evening will take
place and the Christmas illuminated boat
procession will happen on the evening of the 22 nd
December starting at 1830. Make a note in your
diary of these dates.
Pete Halliday
Editor
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LAYING UP DANCE

Another enjoyable evening on board with a first
regarding the entertainment. We essentially
had a full orchestra packed on to the stage,
with trumpets, saxophones, trombones, double
bass, drum kit etc. The only person unable to
fit on the stage was the singer who positioned
herself in the corner of the dance floor. It was
a fantastic sound and I sincerely hope that we
manage a repeat performance in the near
future.

A packed
stage on the
JS, and wow
what a
fantastic
sound
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The Christmas Quiz

Source: Challenge the Brain

It wouldn’t be Christmas without a quiz to stretch your brains, so here
are a few questions you can try out on friends and family over the
Christmas Holiday.
A. Who created Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer?
B. What is the opening line of 'The Christmas Song' by Nat King
Cole?
C. In which town, beginning with letter N, was Jesus raised as a
child?
D. What is the time difference between Lapland, Finland and
London, UK in December?
E. Who is the Patron Saint of Children?
F. Who plays Juliet in the Love Actually movie?
G. Which famous Christmas poem was written by Clement Clark
Moore?
H. By what title was the song Jingle Bells originally released?
I. Balsam, Douglas, Fraser and Noble are all types of what?
J. True or false: Jesus was born on Christmas Day?
K. What is a baby reindeer called?
L. In which ocean did the devastating 2004 Boxing Day Tsunami
occur?
M. In the National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation movie, what
creature did the Griswold family discover living in their
Christmas Tree?
N. What song was Christmas Number One in the UK in 2016?

You will find the answers on the back page
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The Lightship Theatre
Review by Briony Pope

Southwest Scriptwriters’ Scratch Night 1 held on October 24th
The launch night of the new Arts project for the John Sebastian was a great evening on all fronts.
It was extremely well attended, varied in content and bursting with talent and energy.
Eight short original scripts were handed out to four professional actors at 10 a.m. then developed
throughout the daytime rehearsals by professional director, Kyle Pryke. After nine hours’
unrelenting work the performance in the evening emerged stunningly powerful and enjoyable. It
all comes down to the skills of a perceptive director who handles versatile actors with a light
touch and has a brilliant ability to interpret other people’s writing.
Thanks so much to the CCC members who supported the launch and also gave me such positive
feedback. Mega thanks to Tim Williams and the Corcorans who made the ship so welcoming - and
ensured that all ran smoothly. Having pre-ordered interval drinks was really efficient and added a
professional touch.

Several big names from TV and the theatre were in the audience, including the Production
Designer of Poldark, Jeff Tessler, and James Peries from The Old Vic; also a former director at the
Hippodrome, and others.
Quotes from some of the emails I’ve received since the event:
A writer: “What a fantastic launch of the 55 Lightship into the thespian world!!! I loved the
evening, the venue, the people, the atmosphere, and hope to return with some writing whenever
you can fit me in….This is a fabulous project. It was such a happy event apart from anything else!
The actors did so well … Congratulations to all... including the bar staff”.
continued

Page 5

Portside

The Lightship Theatre continued
The Director: “It was a wonderful event to be a part of, and to see the work come alive in the
space was a real joy. A fantastic launch of a new venue and a brilliant way to show off a new
and exciting space”.
Member of the audience: “Quite an eye-opener about what can be achieved in one day by
people who have never met each other before, working on material they’ve never even read
before”.
An actor: “Just wanted to say what a great evening it was yesterday. It's a lovely venue and it
was very well-organised. Looking forward to the next one”.
Another actor: “Thank you for all your hard work to get the inaugural performance at the
Lightship Theatre off the ground [did we sink?! Ed]. I think we can all agree that it was very well
received. Hopefully the Cabot Cruising Club are equally pleased and are keen (even keener?) to
take all of this forward”.

Briony welcomes the
audience to the inaugural
Lightship Theatre
‘Scratch Night’

The next events taking place at the Lightship Theatre will be a presentation by Aardman
Animations on the evening of Saturday 2nd March 2019 (final details to be advised), followed
closely by the Southwest Scriptwriters Scratch Night (2) on Wednesday 13th March 2019.
Two evenings entertainment that can’t be missed, make a note in your diary now.

Some thoughts on Seamanship
There are four types of skipper: those who have been aground; those who are aground; those
who are about to go aground.... and liars.
All boats seem crowded when there are more than two people aboard.
It is better to be approximately right than exactly wrong.
Keep looking around. There's always something you've missed.
You can never have too much fuel - unless you are on fire.
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CABOT CRUISING CLUB AGM - 25th OCTOBER 2018 - (Abridged)
The Presidents Opening Remarks – Bernie Rowe
The President opened the first AGM of Cabot Cruising Club as a limited liability company.
He apologised for not being around much this year due to his health but hoped to be more involved next
year. He paid thanks to David McGeeney who has kindly prepared the accounts for the last few years
without charge. David has now moved away so the Club will be looking for a replacement.
Last year’s minutes were put to the meeting and approved.

The Hon Treasurers Report – John Bartlett
John advised that due to the Club’s move to company status, the financial year-end has now moved
forward from August to June. Effectively the initial period amounts to just ten months to the end of
June. After approval an abridged version will be available for viewing at Companies House in Cardiff. He
advised of an improved profit margin at the bar resulting in a higher contribution this year. John thanked
David McGeeney for his help with the accounts, which were approved.

The Commodore’s Report – Paul Morris
The Commodore thanked the Flag Officers and Committee for their help and assistance this year. The
year had passed, with boat trips and social nights, although attendance has generally been poor and we
have had to close on some Saturdays due to lack of support. Paul commended the progress with the JS
refurbishment. He identified the bar as the major source of income and offered a big vote of thanks to
Dennis Ludwell for his dedication and commitment as Bar Chairman.
Paul spoke about membership and moorings, suggesting we ask ourselves why we join Cabot Cruising Club,
to share boating interests with others, or because we just want a mooring for our boat? He respectfully
pointed out that if you have a boat on a Club mooring, you are expected to be an active member of the
Club.
Paul concluded by looking forward to more trips next season, out in the Channel and up river, as well as
gatherings with Cardiff Yacht Club and others. He also warned members of the new car park tow-away
scheme, and confirmed that the Illuminated Boat Parade will take place on Saturday the 22 nd December.

Elections
The elections then took place with all positions being unopposed with the following being appointed:
Bernie Rowe will remain as President of CCC, Vice President will be Peter Corcoran. The Commodore
will be Paul Morris, Vice Commodore Tim Williams and Jason Pullinger will remain as Rear Commodore,
Hon Treasurer John Bartlett, Hon Secretary Stephen Lamb and Dennis Ludwell remains as Bar Chairman.
Those completing their 2nd year on the Committee are Don Norris, Pat Ludwell and Stuart Lees. New
committee members appointed were Lynda Halliday, Briony Pope and John Stokes.

Other Business
Although no items had been tabled the President opened the floor to questions. Ben Ewing asked whether
the car park at Bathurst Basin is land belonging to the Club, and Paul answered that it is not, but we are
allowed to use it. Ben mentioned a discussion last year about entering into a Moorings Agreement with
the Harbour Office, and asked whether there was a schedule of maintenance. Paul’s reply was no, but
that 5% of mooring fees are kept by the Club for mooring maintenance under our part of the agreement as
and when required. Pontoon repair work scheduled last year by the Harbour office is still to be done.
Paul recorded his appreciation to Sylvia Bush for her donation of the organ that Colin played on Carols
Night, but no longer can. Future AGM Notices and correspondence will be via email, and Bernie thanked
Lyons Davidson for sending out paper notices in recent years.

AGM 2018
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Work Parties on LV55
One of the requirements of working
on LV55 has been how we move her
away from the quayside (250 tons) at
work parties to make room for a
pontoon when undertaking repairs or
painting.
Well Mike Pope clearly put some
thought to this and came up with the
obvious solution: a 75mm ‘Howitzer’
as he describes it. What else would
you think of? Well he built this ram
system as you can see from the
pictures.

No, its not a
gun, although
the designer
and builder
does call it a
‘Howitzer’

With these skills I wonder how long it
will be before he has replicated the
signal cannons that would have been
on the stern of LV55 when she was
originally put into service.

“Must have” items to purchase:
The history of LV55 booklet and the
Cabot Cruising Club key ring/LED
torch, get yours on Club Night

Only
£2.50

Only
£1.50
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Commodores Dance
The Commodores Dance took place on the 10th November.
Entertainment was courtesy of the rockabilly band Red Ray and the
Reprobates (their second visit to the Club this year) and the
Commodore had arranged a very appetising buffet. The President
Bernie Rowe presented the Flag Officers with their burgees and a draw
took place with profits going to the John Sebastian maintenance fund.

All
aboard
the John
Sebastian

Members
enjoying the
Commodores
Dance
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Chicken, Bacon and
Leek Cottage Pie
Source Tesco

Ingredients


1 tbsp olive oil



500g chicken thigh fillets, chopped into bitesized chunks



100g lardons



2 leeks, sliced



1 tbsp plain flour



250ml chicken stock



2 tbsp low-fat creme fraiche or double cream



1 x 800g pack fresh mash



handful fresh parsley, chopped
 50g Cheddar, grated, plus extra to sprinkle
on top

Method
1. - Heat the oil in a large frying pan or shallow casserole. Add the chicken and lardons and
cook until golden. Add the leeks and cook for 2-3 minutes, until softened. Scatter over
the flour and stir until absorbed.
2. - Gradually pour in the stock then cook for 5 minutes, or until the chicken is cooked
through with no pink meat showing and the sauce has thickened.
3. - Preheat the grill to its highest setting. Stir the creme fraiche or cream into the chicken
mixture and season well. Carefully pour the mixture into a large baking dish.
- Heat the mashed potato following the pack instructions, then stir in the parsley and
cheese. Spoon it evenly over the chicken mixture, then top with a little extra cheese.
Grill until the topping is golden and crisp.

A quick (30 minutes) meal which
serves 4 people
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A brief synopsis of our very own Bristol Channel
The Bristol Channel is an important regional shipping route and holiday destination, which is home to
several seaside resorts and major cities including commercial dockland facilities.
At 70 miles long and between 5 and 43 miles wide, the Bristol Channel is the UK’s largest natural inlet,
with a depth of between 30 and 240 feet and a 219 mile long coastline, it is also the site of the UK's
highest and the world's second highest tidal range.
The channel is fed by eleven major British rivers including the rivers Severn, Avon, Taff, Usk and Wye all
of which run into the 346 square mile River Severn Estuary situated at the eastern most edge of the
channel.
The channel is well known for its high tides and tidal surges which can lead to large waves that come
crashing in at over eight miles an hour.
At low tide areas of the channel become vast expanses of mudflats, which become a magnet for rare and
unusual wading birds. The channel's coastline is also a wildlife haven for many rare plants, flowers and
grasses.
The waters also contain a wealth of fish species including pollock, whiting, bass, ling and conger eels,
making the area popular with recreational shore and boat fishermen.

.... and this leads nicely into some pictures of CCC boats on tour during a cold
November weekend to Portishead
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2019
THURSDAY 20th DECEMBER 2018

CAROL SINGING ON THE JS
(Mulled Wine & Mince Pies)

SATURDAY 22nd DECEMBER 2018

ILLUMINATED BOAT PARADE

MONDAY 31st DECEMBER 2018

NEW YEARS EVE BASH
(Disco & American Supper)

SATURDAY 26th JANUARY

ANNUAL DINNER DANCE

SATURDAY 16th FEBRUARY

VALENTINES NIGHT

SATURDAY 16th MARCH

AUCTION NIGHT

SATURDAY 13th APRIL

ANCHORS AWAY

SATURDAY 22nd JUNE

MID SUMMER BALL

FRI/SAT/SUN 20,21,22 SEPTEMBER

BASIN RALLY

FULL DETAILS OF THESE AND OTHER EVENTS WILL BE DISPLAYED ON THE CABOT SOCIAL
BOARD ON THE ‘JOHN SEBASTIAN’, CIRCULATED VIA E-MAIL AND POSTED ON THE CABOT
WEB SITE

For many of our events bring your guests and come along and enjoy a great time on board
the ‘JOHN SEBASTIAN’.
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Why do seagulls fly over the sea?
Because if they flew over the bay, they'd be bagels!
What detergent do sailors use?
Tide!
How do you make a yacht look younger?
Boat-Tox
How do you make a boat feel better?
Give it some "Vitamin Sea".
What do you call the fastest sailboat in the world?
Usain Boat.

Who's more important?
A Captain and Chief Engineer were having the age old argument about who had the tougher
job. Each believed they could perform the others duties without a problem. To prove this to
each other they decided to swap positions while leaving port the next day. The next
morning the Captain took over the watch from the second engineer after all the machinery
was up and running.
The Chief took over the watch on the bridge from the mate once clear of the dock. It wasn't
long before the Captain found things to be going wrong; some of the machinery
temperatures were rising to dangerous levels.
The Captain quickly called the bridge.
Captain : Chief, you'd better get down here quickly. I'm about to lose all of the machinery!
Chief : The Chief answered immediately saying relax Captain, its’ not a problem as we just
ran aground!
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(PART SEVEN) –

STOURPORT TO BRISTOL (by Stephen Lamb)

Stourport is a town of contrasts, ranging from the attractively designed lock system (and associated
architecture) that links the River Severn with the canal network to Birmingham, to the permanent
funfair, much visited by Brummies who have been known to re-christen their resort as Stourport-onSea. Shamefully feeling the latter wasn’t top priority, we initially explored the former, admiring the
locks, some of which are exceptionally narrow, buying provisions and discovering a splendid hostelry
called the Black Star.
After the first of two scheduled nights’ stay we had planned to walk up to Bewdley, the next
substantial town upriver, but we first had to make room for the Edward Elgar, which berthed
overnight every summer Wednesday. Disappointingly, this river cruiser – measuring the smallest lock
on the Severn and no doubt efficient and comfortable – does no artistic justice to her namesake.
But she favoured us on moving, as the Morwen’s starboard alternator failed for the second time on
the trip. Helped by lock staff, I located Dave of Towpath Rescue on the bank almost directly
opposite. Diagnosing something terminal, he sourced a reconditioned unit, drove to Droitwich to
collect it, and fitted it that afternoon. He even called me two days later to check all was well – top
man!
So we visited Bewdley, famous for its arched bridge designed by Thomas Telford, and saw why you
can’t reach it from Stourport on anything much bigger than a canoe. That was as far north as we
got, and our walk back featured speculation on where we might stop on the way home. We had
allowed slightly over a fortnight, but it was less than a week since we’d left Bristol, and leisurely
options seemed to abound.
As we reached Holt Lock, second down towards Worcester, these narrowed. The keeper ran down to
tell us that we were held there, probably for several hours, as one of the upper gates at Bevere
Lock, the next, had jammed. We settled to wait, enjoying another riverside ramble and the 12 th
century St. Martin’s Church. On return, as the lockkeeper politely pleaded with us not to “shoot the
messenger”, our hearts sank. Divers were required to examine the jammed lock, and would not be
available for five days.

We were permitted to try our luck at
getting through, as narrow boats still
could, but our beam was too broad and
the only option was a return to Stourport.
All berths on the river were taken, but
staff at the Marina kindly found us a shortterm one there. They saw a wooden boat
enter from the clubhouse balcony, but as
one of them admitted later that evening,
“We thought she was a pseud!” In we
went to the berth immediately overlooked
by the clubhouse, admirably hospitable
over the ensuing anxious wait.
continued....

‘Morwen’ returning to
Worcester
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LAMBS TALES continued
Amongst other craft immobilised by the faulty
lock gate was the Edward Elgar, whose owners
were forced to bus their elderly passengers down
to Worcester, their next scheduled stop. We
soon heard that the divers would arrive three
days earlier, probably under pressure from the
cruise company, so we now had just a couple of
days before learning the outcome. Would it be
something straightforward, or might the gate
have to come off its hinges, necessitating barges
and cranes, and several weeks’ delay? Would we
be leaving the Morwen at Stourport and heading
home by train? To add to my jitters, the divers’
investigation coincided with a tense final
morning in the first Test at Edgbaston between
England and India.

Berthed at Haw Bridge

News of both outcomes, breaking almost
simultaneously, was joyously positive. Off we
went again, passing through the repaired lock
with relief. On our way back to Worcester, a
terrapin basked on a log in the hot August
sunshine. Sue had already spotted a pair of
otters on the way up (for the first time in her
life in the wild), a wonderful addition to the
graceful herons and fleetingly glimpsed
kingfishers. Swans abounded on the bank
opposite the city’s magnificent cathedral, where the choir sang as we admired the window
inspired by Elgar’s ‘Dream of Gerontius’, and dedicated
to the great British composer.

Preparing to leave
Sharpness

Upton next, with its dugout marina similar to
Stourport, a pleasant town to stroll around, before
seeing the sun set beyond the Malverns on return to
the boat. Our first pump-out experience was more
prosaic, but the Marina – as we had been on the sales
pontoon – generously waived our overnight fee.
Ashleworth provided an overnight berth preGloucester, where the National Waterways Museum
features fascinating interviews with several men who
worked on ships using the Gloucester-Sharpness Canal
in its industrial heyday. Progress down it was
comparatively leisurely, taking in Slimbridge’s pretty
avocets, redshanks and of course (with a nod to
Manfred Mann) flamingos!
continued.....
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LAMBS TALES continued
The earliest start of the trip was at 0500 the following morning, half an hour before high water, to
catch the bridge swing into Sharpness basin. Dawn hadn’t quite broken, but soon after we rounded
the pier into the Estuary, the sun rose straight behind us. Full throttle for the first time in our
ownership, the Morwen left a striking wake, briefly exceeding nine knots and exuding copious
smoke!
Following the chartplotter line and leading lights, we retraced our passage up as the falling tide
intensified and the cables of both Severn Bridges caught the ascending sunlight. We then had a
smooth passage until the approach to Portishead, where Morwen reassuringly rode the turbulence
of wind against tide.
An 0815 lock-in assured us of a return to Bristol on the next tide, and we probably left too soon.
After progressing most sedately up the River Avon for an hour or so, past the outgoing Bagheera on
a brief evening trip, we had to turn to avoid arriving too early, met the returning Bagheera and
eventually followed her into the Entrance Lock. Having reached Bristol from Sharpness on both
the day’s tides, we made a right mess of attaching the shorelines offered. But once through the
Junction Lock and moored alongside the Cottage Inn, this seemed a minor detail as we considered
our fortnight-long voyage over a savoured pint!

You will find all the local
VHF channel numbers here
and telephone numbers that
you should need when out
and about in your boat.

Name

VHF Channel

Seaward
Harbour Master
Bristol VTS (Avonmouth)
City Docks Radio (Bristol Lock)
Portishead Marina
Sharpness Lock
Cardiff Barrage
Penarth Marina
Distress, Safety & Calling Channel

73
12
14
80
13
18
80
16

Inland
Netham Lock
Hanham Lock

01179 776590
07711 403474

Police
(Community Police)

101

Phone
01179
01179
01179
01275
01453
02920
02920

031484
822257
273633
841941
511968
700234
705021
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Get your Annual Dinner Dance Tickets
for the 26th January 2019

Christmas Lights
The illuminated Boat Parade will
take place on the 22nd
December around the Harbour,
commencing at 18.30

Saturday Working
Due to the dark nights
there will be work
parties on Saturday
mornings from 0830
until 1200

Need
some
Regalia
speak to
Lynda on
Club Night

Poetry Corner
The Sound of the Sea
By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
The sea awoke at midnight from its sleep,
And round the pebbly beaches far and wide
I heard the first wave of the rising tide
Rush onward with uninterrupted sweep;
A voice out of the silence of the deep,
A sound mysteriously multiplied
As of a cataract from the mountain's side,
Or roar of winds upon a wooded steep.
So comes to us at times, from the unknown
And inaccessible solitudes of being,
The rushing of the sea-tides of the soul;
And inspirations, that we deem our own,
Are some divine of foreshadowing and foreseeing
Of things beyond our reason or control.
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If you are an organisation who would
like to help in some way towards the
restoration work taking place on
LV55 or could support the Club in
other ways we would be happy to
place an advert for your Company
free of charge in the quarterly
Newsletter. Please contact the
Editor, the Bosun Jason Pullinger or
any Committee member listed on
Page 18 to discuss how you can help.

THAT COPY SHOP
14 Alexandra Road
Clevedon
North Somerset
BS21 7QE
01275 342 123

ADVERTISING
Would you like to advertise your organisations services or products in ‘PORTSIDE’, then contact
the Editor to arrange inclusion of your advert in the next issue.
Adverting rates are as follows:
¼ page advert

£60 per annum

(4 issues)

½ page advert

£100 per annum

(4 issues)

Full page advert

£150 per annum

(4 issues)
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President:

Bernie Rowe

Vice President:

Peter Corcoran

Commodore:

Paul Morris

Vice Commodore:

Tim Williams

Rear Commodore:

Jason Pullinger (Bosun)

Bar Chairman:

Dennis Ludwell

Hon Secretary:

Stephen Lamb

Hon Treasurer:

John Bartlett

Committee:

Stuart Lees

-Boat Events Organiser

Don Norris

-Website & Advertising

Lynda Halliday

-Regalia

Briony Pope

-Theatre Events

Pat Ludwell

-Membership Secretary

John Stokes

Why Not Visit Us?
Thursday and Saturday evenings
are club nights. From 19.30 our
doors are open to members,
guests and anyone who would just
like a convivial atmosphere to
have a drink and a chat. Have a
look at our Facebook page or log
on to our website for more
information:
www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk
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HALLOWEEN NIGHT
An enjoyable night was had by all,
bowls of chilli plus various breads and
cheeses were washed down with a
liberal amount of liquid refreshment,
served by some very friendly witches.
With the music playing the attendees
danced, chatted and benefitted from
another superb evening on board the
JS.
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At the Stern

Editors Contact Details:
E-Mail:
p.halliday594@btinternet.com

Without question, the greatest invention in the history of mankind is beer.
Oh, I grant you that the wheel was also a fine invention, but the wheel does
not go nearly as well with pizza. - Dave Barry
A few more pictures of CCC
boats on the way out of the
harbour in November

Christmas Quiz Answers

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

H.
I.
J.

K.
L.
M.
N.

Robert L. May
Chestnuts roasting on an open fire
Nazareth
2 hours (Finland is 2 hours ahead of
the UK)
Saint Nicholas
Keira Knightley
Twas the night before Christmas
(originally called A visit from St.
Nicholas)
One Horse Open Sleigh
Christmas trees / Fir trees
False: Although not impossible, it
was very unlikely that Jesus was
actually born on Christmas Day
A calf
Indian Ocean
Squirrel
Rockabye by Clean Bandit ft. Sean
Paul and Anne Marie

End Joke
The captain is always right. Misinformed perhaps, sloppy, crude, bull headed, fickle,
even stupid, but never wrong.
Disclaimer
Any information or observations made in this publication are given in good faith, and third party
remarks are not necessarily the opinion of the editor. Accreditation has been given where available

Printed by: That Copy Shop, 14 Alexandra Road. Clevedon, North Somerset. BS21 7QE

Cabot Cruising Club
‘John Sebastian’, John Sebastian Quay, Bathurst Basin, Bristol, BS1 6SG
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