NEWSLETTER

Portside

Summer
2019

Cabot Cruising Club
Opening Comment
It has certainly been an exciting few months with
a variety of events having taken place on board
the JS, including some interesting presentations,
exhilarating dances and of course the annual CCC
auction. Reports on these events are inside.
Remember to mark the dates shown on page 11
for the Harbour Festival in July and the Cabot
Cruising Club Regatta in September in your
diaries, two very important events not to be
missed. Also take a look at Page 15 where details
of an excellent new website related to Bathurst
Basin appear.
Pete Halliday
Editor

Masts abound in
Bathurst Basin, a
somewhat unusual
sight. These were
visiting boats from
Cardiff Yacht Club
in May.

At a recent
presentation by David
Sproxton of Aardman
Animations onboard
the JS two items
were auctioned, plus
David did a book
signing with proceeds
going to the ‘Grand
Appeal’ and the ‘JS
Restoration Fund’
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AARDMAN FUNDRAISING TALK – Saturday 2nd March 2019
by Mike Pope
In its second major event The Lightship Theatre hosted a fundraising talk by David Sproxton Aardman’s Executive Chairman and co-founder on 2nd March. It was an action-packed evening,
with a brilliant talk and slide/video show, a lively auction and the sale of “An Epic Journey”
signed by co-author David.
He delighted an audience of nearly 80 with his fascinating chronology of Aardman’s evolution,
from two schoolboys experimenting with animations in a small darkroom, to the company’s global
reach and appeal today. David’s love of Bristol was clear throughout his talk and he’s proud to
draw upon the local skills needed to sustain such a successful and creative company.
Ben Ewing did an amazing job as auctioneer, providing an amusing description of the two Lots: a
9mm Replica Signal Cannon fashioned from redundant JS bronze and teak and a Gromit figurine,
embellished and signed by its creator, Nick Park. Ben was hilarious in action, gradually pushing up
the bids with his compelling auctioneer’s patter. The cannon, made and donated by Mike Pope
achieved £95; and a staggering £425 was clinched for the Gromit, donated by Aardman.
The little cannon and Gromit had obviously decided they were inseparable and now reside happily
as next door neighbours, with their respective owners, Jan Walsh and Susan Hooper!
After the excitement in the auditorium,
David sat in the tranquillity of the upstairs
landing chatting as people queued for him to
sign their copies of his book. Later in the bar
he was pleased to meet so many of the
audience who live a stone’s throw from the
JS. He was one of the last to leave the party
at around 1am on Sunday morning,
unchaining his bicycle from the railings,
tucking his trousers into his socks and
cycling home into the dark and rain…..still
by the way a really committed, foundermember of SUSTRANS!
£1480 was raised by ticket sales, the
auction, book sales and donations; this has
already been dispatched £740 to The Grand
Appeal and £740 to the John Sebastian
Restoration Fund.
Thanks to everyone for attending and
supporting the event and particularly those
who were directly involved with its setup,
running and dismantling. Wonderful team
spirit!

David Sproxton and Mike Pope at
the book signing following a
fascinating presentation by David
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Cardiff Yacht Club Visit
On Saturday 11th May some members of Cardiff Yacht Club paid us a visit in Bathurst Basin
for the weekend. It was brilliant to see so many yachts plus some motor cruisers arriving
then quickly and efficiently mooring up, a credit to the organisational skills of our
Commodore Paul and our own Reg Morris who is a member of both clubs, even if some of the
Cardiff crews didn’t know who he was!
After a quiet afternoon where the visitors acquainted themselves with the area, the Club
hosted an evening on board the JS of music and dancing supplemented with numerous boxes
of pizza, plus a couple of drinks were also consumed (if you believe it was just a couple
you’ll believe anything).
It was a great weekend and it was lovely to see so many visiting boats in the Basin again,
something I am sure we all wish to see much more of in the future.
Geoff just couldn’t stay
the pace

Who’s Reg ?

I’m
Reg
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Your Questions Answered
(A section resurrected from a 20 year old CCC Newsletter that I came across recently)
Q: Is it cruel to put the cat out at night?
A: No, not if it is well alight, if it is only smouldering then it will probably go out on its own

Q: What exactly are the odds of being run over by a bus?
A: In one year there were 1,651 pedestrians injured when they were struck by a bus or coach,
that equates to three in every 100,000 of the population per annum, or roughly two per 1000 in
an average lifetime. Therefore one can lie in the road for hours without being touched, but can
then be run over three times in a row.

Q: What is the difference between a game and a sport?
A: Sport is what one’s servants watch on television, game is what one shoots

“Must have” items to purchase:

Have you got yours yet?

Only
£1.50

The history of LV55 booklet, VHF Laminated
Call Sign Sheet and the Cabot Cruising Club
key ring/LED torch, get yours on Club Night

Only
£2.50
Only
£1.50
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SOME LV55 HISTORY
I was recently contacted by Jim
Bowerman an ex member and officer
of Cabot Cruising Club. His older
brother Keith was the Club
Commodore during the mid 80’s.
Jim kindly forwarded me some
pictures of himself and Keith visiting
LV55 on station at English and Welsh
Grounds in the late 1940’s. He had
seen the article in the last ‘Portside’
regarding the model signal cannon
and recalled that he had a picture of
him sitting on the real cannon.
He also sent some pictures of a Club
Regatta taking place at Hanham lock
which he believes took place at the
beginning of the 1950’s. He thinks it
was possibly specially laid on as a
post war treat for the children
shown in the pictures on the next
page.
A big thanks to Jim for letting the
Club have these photos for the
archives.
If any other members recall events
like this or have more pictures
please let me know.

Keith Bowerman and Bill Norris standing at the
stern of LV55 on station at E&W Grounds

‘Kittiwake’
Jim
Bowerman’s
boat, an ex
HM Customs
& Excise
vessel
originally
stationed in
Cowes

Jim sitting on
LV55’s signal
cannon in what
he thinks was
about 1949
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Cabot Boats in the 50’s
Here we have more images supplied by Jim
Bowerman showing Cabot Cruising Club
events in the late 1940’s and early 1950’s.
In addition to these photos Jim has been
kind enough to let me have some cine film
coverage of Club boats visiting the English
and Welsh Grounds Lightship during the
1970’s.
I hope in the near future to be able to
show members these short sections of film
which I now have saved on my computer.

CCC ‘pushing the boat out’ at Hanham

Jim believes the rafted up boats were called Lady
Lillian (the converted lifeboat), Dancing Lady, Sydney
Queen, and either Fair Lady or Gay Lady. There
seems to be a bit of a theme here. Ed
If anybody has more information on any of these
images it would be great to hear from you
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LIGHTSHIP THEATRE
Forthcoming Events
Get tickets for these shows on board the JS from Briony Pope
or email thelightshiptheatre@gmail.com

Saturday 27th July

The Antics Joke Show

A night of stand up, sketch and improv comedy
with local and visiting groups.
Tickets: £7

7.30. (Bar opens 7.00)

Saturday 28th July
Startled Cat! Theatre Company presents the black comedy

CHECKPOINT by Saito Hawkins
One man’s diehard attempt to cross a very hard border.
In a time of hard borders and systematic segregation, enigmatic stranger Roman
attempts to bluff and bribe his way past two incompetent border guards. Daredevil
tourist or terrorist? Find out in this savagely black satire for our times. Written in
response the recent political events, while firmly grounded in the dark lessons of the
past, Checkpoint is a blackly-comic drama reflecting on the fate of those who would risk
death in hope for a better life.
Some Cabot Cruising Club members saw the script of this play being read at the
Southwest Scriptwriters Scratch Night that was held on board in March. This is your
chance to see the rehearsed production with costumes and props, ready for its debut at
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe the following week.
Tickets £8/10

7.30. (Bar opens 7.00)
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LIGHTSHIP THEATRE

Review –

A Touch of Fool

5 in a Hat Theatre Company and Atomic Rhubarb from Weston-Super-Mare presented their
zany comedy ‘A TOUCH OF FOOL’ on the Lightship on Friday May 24th – an original take on
the medieval story that coined the phrase ‘tom foolery’. For those of you who missed out on
the fun of this grizzly tale, with its highly-charged mind-boggling physical-theatre tricks,
beheadings, songs, cross-dressing, King (bury me in a car park) Richard III etc, etc - Never
fear! – They’ll be back - by popular demand. So watch the Lightship Theatre notice board for
details of their comeback performance later in the year.

Other ‘Lightship Theatre’ News
WELCOME to a new CCC member who’s a tech and social media whizz. Natalia Chan has
joined to help with the future development and running of the arts events on board.
ALSO there are plans afoot to produce an all-singing, all-flouncing, Old Time Musical Hall
event next winter, starring….yes, you guessed…CCC members (with and without talent and
definitely with wonderful costumes) for the entertainment of themselves and the audience.
All party turns welcome.

To suggest songs and acts and offer practical support,
email: thelightshiptheatre@gmail.com or see Briony.

Oppose Ebenhaezer Boat move to Bathurst Basin
The residents of Bathurst Basin oppose the proposed harbour authority move of the
Ebenhaezer boat to Bathurst Basin from its current location at Welsh Back. It is felt
that the new location would be inappropriate for the reasons stated below.
It is a very large residential boat presently moored at Welsh Back. Its mooring in
Bathurst Basin would be totally inappropriate - it is huge; long, wide and high and
would dominate the Basin, making it less attractive overall. Local residents in
surrounding properties, at The General and Trin Mills will be impacted, as well as high
profile commercial premises such as Casamia, The Practice@The General and The
Ostrich. It will also impact on the Cabot Cruising Club due to making navigation almost
impossible for some of the leisure boats moored in the Basin. The owner of
Ebenhaezer herself has no wish to move and should not be forced to by the Council.
The way Bristol City Council have harassed the family is totally unacceptable.
The proposed move of Ebenhaezer to a mooring on Lower Guinea Street at Bathurst
basin breaches the council's own mooring policy as the basin is intended for marina
style boating, not residential use.
Please sign the residents petition at the following address to lodge your objection:
www.ipetitions.com/petition/oppose-ebenhaezer-boat-move-to-bathurst-basin
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Crab Cakes
Source: Jamie Oliver

Ingredients












3 spring onions
½ a bunch of fresh flat-leaf parsley
1 large free-range egg
750 g cooked crabmeat
300 g mashed potatoes
1 teaspoon ground white pepper
1 teaspoon cayenne pepper
plain flour, for dusting
olive oil
watercress
tartare sauce

Method
1. Trim and finely chop the spring onions, and pick and finely chop
the parsley. Beat the egg.
2. Combine the crabmeat, mashed potatoes, spring onion, parsley,
white pepper, cayenne and egg in a bowl with a little sea salt.
3. Refrigerate for 30 minutes, then shape into 6cm cakes.
4. Dust with flour and shallow-fry in oil over a medium heat for
about 5 minutes each side or until golden-brown.
5. Serve with pinches of watercress and a dollop of tartare sauce.

A quick 25 minute +(30 minutes chill
time) meal which makes 10 Crab cakes
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NAUTICAL LANGUAGE
Some familiar words and phrases can come unexpectedly from their original
use on the sea, below are just a few examples of fairly well known sayings,
but with their original meanings.
Bamboozle: From the 17th century, it described the Spanish custom of hoisting false flags to
deceive enemies. Today if one intentionally deceives someone, they are said to have
bamboozled them.
Clean Slate: It was the custom in sailing ships to record courses, distances and tacks on a log
slate. The new watch would always start with a clean slate if things had been going fine,
disregarding what had gone before and starting anew. In a similar way, today we refer to a new
beginning as starting with a "clean slate."
Cock Up: In port, the yard arms where slewed inboard by the cock up crew and neatly braced so
that they would not foul other ship's rigging or dock equipment .Today, a "cock up" is a mistake
or making a mess of something
Feeling down in the doldrums: "Feeling down in the doldrums" originates from the area near the
equator known as "The Doldrums" where light winds make sailing difficult or impossible.
Go to the Head: This is synonymous with going to the toilet. The expression comes from the
fact that on sailing ships, the toilet was located forward, close to the figurehead or the "head" of
the vessel.

Letting the Cat out of the bag: This term comes from the old naval punishment of being
whipped with a "cat o' nine tails." The whip was kept in a leather bag and when the sailors "let
the Cat out of the bag" they had usually done something that would result in punishment. The
term is used today to mean that someone has said something that was not to be said or
revealed, a secret.
Sailing too close to the wind: Originally an expression referring to the risk in sailing when a
vessel would get too close into the wind, thereby stalling the vessels forward movement. Today
the expression is used to mean one is taking risks by defying rules or pushing the limits.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2019
FRI/SAT/SUN 19,20,21 JULY

HARBOUR FESTIVAL

FRI/SAT/SUN 13,14,15 SEPTEMBER

CABOT CRUISING CLUB REGATTA

SAT/SUN 14,15 SEPTEMBER

BRISTOL OPEN DOORS

*** Don’t forget the
Lighthouse Theatre
events also taking place
onboard the ‘John
Sebastian’ ***
FULL DETAILS OF THESE AND OTHER EVENTS WILL BE DISPLAYED ON THE CABOT SOCIAL
BOARD ON THE ‘JOHN SEBASTIAN’, CIRCULATED VIA E-MAIL AND POSTED ON THE CABOT
WEB SITE

For many of our events bring your guests and come along and enjoy a great time on the
‘JOHN SEBASTIAN’.

ADVERTISING RATES
Would you like to advertise your organisations services, products or events in ‘PORTSIDE’, then
contact the Editor to arrange inclusion of your advert in the next issue.
Adverting rates are as follows:
¼ page advert

£60 per annum

(4 issues)

½ page advert

£100 per annum

(4 issues)

Full page advert

£150 per annum

(4 issues)
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE OLD SUBMARINER WHO MISSES BEING AT SEA
 Spend as much time as possible indoors and avoid sunlight. Only view the world through
the peep hole on your front door.
 Sleep on the shelf in your closet. Two to three hours after you fall asleep, have your
wife shine a torch in your eyes, and mumble, "Sorry, wrong bunk."
 Renovate your bathroom. Build a wall across the middle of your bath tub and move the
shower head down to chest level. Shower once a week. Use no more than 2 gallons of
water per shower.
 Paint the windscreen on your car black. Make your wife stand up through the sunroof
and give directions on where to drive.
 Leave your lawnmower running in your living room six hours a day to recreate the
proper noise level.
 Put lubrication oil in your humidifier instead of water and set it to "High."
 Change the plumbing under your house so that the sewer line is vented inside your
home.
 Take hourly readings on your electric and water meters.
 Give your wife more free time. All of the ironing goes under the mattress.
 At night, replace all lightbulbs in the living room with red bulbs.
 Eat only food that you get out of a tin or have to add water to.
 Use 18 teaspoons of coffee for every pot and allow it to sit for 5 or 6 hours before
drinking. Never wash any coffee cups.

Houseboat with a Difference
The ‘Cosmic Muffin’ takes the concept of a seaplane all too literally. Once owned by
eccentric aviator Howard Hughes, this unique houseboat was produced from a 1930s vintage
Boeing 307 Stratoliner, the civilian version of the B-17 Flying Fortress. These days it cruises
at a much more sedate pace and is available for charter.
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AUCTION NIGHT
What a brilliant evening. As always the CCC
auction night did not disappoint, with Paul
Morris complete with bow tie undertaking
the auctioneers’ role, ably assisted by his
moderately talented porter Frank Pring.
There was a diverse selection of items on
offer not necessarily all of a nautical origin
but nearly everything sold, including the
mystery box once more donated by John
Bates.
Susan Hooper again offered two dinner
parties to be held at her home, both of
which attracted substantial bidding. As
always Susan kindly donates all the money
to the JS restoration fund.

When a stainless steel pulpit was on offer Frank
aided by Paul Cannon just couldn’t resist doing the
‘Titanic’ impression

Ian couldn’t wait to open the mystery box
donated by John Bates. He was over the moon
when he discovered it was a nautical uniform and
donned it immediately. I think he’s now hoping to
join ‘The Village People’

After the auction had finished Ben
decided that with suitable contributions
from the attendees he would have his
beard shaved off.
There was no shortage of volunteers to
do the deed, and they were soon armed
with razors and scissors. Subsequently it
was also decided we may as well shave
his hair off as well. However he did
take exception to the suggestion of
removing his beard with tweezers!
He hasn’t looked so smart in ages.

Page 14

Portside

John and Marjorie Bates
Collectables Presentation
Local residents John and Marjorie Bates entertained us
all on the JS with their tales and exploits in a lifetime
of collecting items with a difference. There were some
very interesting and unusual items amongst their
collection which they uncovered to the audience. The
superb banter that passed between them proved to be
as hilarious and entertaining as any double act, which
even apparently extended to being filmed on BBCs
Antique Road Show. It was a lovely evening and truly
an education.

Interesting Bristol Facts
The First World War witnessed previously unseen levels of wounded
soldiers returning from the front. Such soldiers needed effective
treatment, and Bristol’s Hospitals were an important centre for
medical care. Southmead Hospital cared for 37,397 patients, aided
by Bristol Lunatic Asylum in Fishponds, which was converted into
the Beaufort War Hospital in 1915. Some of Bristol’s upper class
families also opened their homes to deal with the influx of patients
arriving in the city. The Smyths of Ashton Court, the Caves at Cleve
Hill in Downend, and Mr & Mrs Bush at Bishop’s Knoll all converted
their homes into military hospitals.
Svetlana Alliluyeva, the daughter of the Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin
left Communist Russia in 1967 and whilst on a visit to India fled to the
United States, becoming a U.S. citizen. In 1982 she moved to England
but Svetlana also known as Lana Peters was accepted back into Russia
as a citizen in 1984. However in 1986 she again renounced the Soviet
Union and for a while moved between the U.S. and England, eventually
to settle in Clifton, Bristol. Little is known about her stay in the city
but she is believed to have remained in Clifton throughout the 1990s
before moving back to Wisconsin where she died at the age of 85 in
2011.
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Friends of Bathurst Basin

( www.fobb.org.uk )

This is a new highly professional website produced by some local Bathurst residents. I will
leave it to their own description as to why the site has been created, please support them
with your news and views:
Friends of Bathurst Basin (FOBB) is a community group set up in May 2019.The aim of FOBB is to
be a special interest group to preserve, develop and enhance Bathurst Basin where people live,
work and enjoy leisure activities.
This unique location brings together the following key pillars of community life:





Residences
Recreation activities
Commercial enterprises
A communication hub

The website has been developed for two main purposes:



as an information source about the history, current facilities and future developments
as a focal point for campaigns as and when required.

You will find local VHF channel
numbers here, plus telephone
numbers that you may need when
out and about in your boat.

Name

VHF Channel

Seaward
Harbour Master
Bristol VTS (Avonmouth)
City Docks Radio (Bristol Lock)
Portishead Marina
Sharpness Lock
Cardiff Barrage
Penarth Marina
Distress, Safety & Calling Channel

73
12
14
80
13
18
80
16

Inland
Netham Lock
Hanham Lock

01179 776590
07711 403474

Police
(Community Police)

101

Phone
01179
01179
01179
01275
01453
02920
02920

031484
822257
273633
841941
511968
700234
705021
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GRIPE SHEETS

Although a slight diversion from the normal nautical trivia, I thought the following to be quite
entertaining:
Be it a military or commercial air operation, there is a standing requirement that the Pilots fill
out specified forms that notify the ground crew of any mechanical discrepancies found during a
flight. These are some genuine problems submitted and the solution offered by the ground crew.
(P = The problem logged by the pilot.) (S = The solution and action taken by the engineers.)

P: Left inside main tyre almost needs replacement.
S: Almost replaced left inside main tyre.
P: Something loose in cockpit.
S: Something tightened in cockpit.
P: Dead bugs on windshield.
S: Live bugs on backorder.
P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear.
S: Evidence removed.
P: DME volume unbelievably loud.
S: DME volume set to more believable level.
P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick.
S: That's what they're there for.
P: Suspected crack in windshield.
S: Suspect you're right.
P: Number 3 engine missing.
S: Engine found on right wing after brief search.
P: Aircraft handles funny.
S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right, and be serious.
P: Target radar hums.
S: Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics.
P: Noise coming from under instrument panel. Sounds like a midget pounding on something with
a hammer.
S: Took hammer away from midget.

Marine Engineer Talk
I PUT THE THINGAMABOB
INSIDE THE WHATCHAMACALLIT,
TURNED THE DOOHICKEY, AND THE
WUTEVERITIS STILL DOESN’T WORK.
ANY IDEAS?
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Please Support the Companies Advertising in ‘PORTSIDE’

THAT COPY SHOP
14 Alexandra Road
Clevedon
North Somerset
BS21 7QE
01275 342 123

THIS SPACE COULD BE
ADVERTISING YOUR
BUSINESS
Get in touch with the Editor
(contact details on back page)

If you are an organisation who would like to
help in some way towards the restoration
work taking place on LV55 or could support
the Club in other ways please contact the
Editor, the Bosun Jason Pullinger or any

bristolsails@hotmail.co.uk

Committee member listed on Page 18 to
discuss how you can assist.
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President:

Bernie Rowe

Vice President:

Peter Corcoran

Commodore:

Paul Morris

Vice Commodore:

Tim Williams

Rear Commodore:

Jason Pullinger (Bosun)

Bar Chairman:

Dennis Ludwell

Hon Secretary:

Stephen Lamb

Hon Treasurer:

John Bartlett

Committee:

Stuart Lees

-Boat Events Organiser

Don Norris

-Website & Advertising

Lynda Halliday

-Regalia

Briony Pope

-Theatre Events

Pat Ludwell

-Membership Secretary

John Stokes
Mike Pope

Why Not Visit Us?
Thursday evenings are club
nights. From 19.30 our doors are
open to members, guests and
anyone who would just like a
convivial atmosphere to have a
drink and a chat. Have a look at
our Facebook page or log on to
our website for more
information:
www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk

-Social Events
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Anchors Aweigh

Portside
by Lynda Halliday

A fantastic evening which was well represented
by club members. The food was exceptional
and all supplied by the members themselves,
somewhat an ‘American Supper’ on steroids.
During the evening Sarah sang, ably
accompanied by Stuart. This being very
different to our normal entertainment but was
very pleasurable and well received by the
audience who joined in with gusto.
Mike Pope had produced a very professional
game using boats and a large dice which was a
type of overgrown snakes and ladders which
covered the entire JS floor. This was very
popular with considerable competition between
the teams.
We also had a raffle, later followed by rolling
£1 coins at donated bottles of booze, hit it and
you won it, with all proceeds going to the JS
restoration fund.
The evening was very different to previous
events but went down an absolute storm with
all the attendees. We must thank Mike and
Briony for all their work putting together this
hugely enjoyable event, and I look forward to
the next one with anticipation.

Boat Racing
Extraordinaire!

Break out the
Blazers

Sea Shanty

Fantastic

Singing

Food

Editors Contact Details:

At the Stern

E-Mail:
p.halliday594@btinternet.com

Why is pirating addictive?
They say once ye lose yer first
hand, ye get hooked!

A perfect day.
Blue sky, sun, flat calm water, and of
course a boat.

Doesn’t our Commodore remember the
‘No Smoking’ on board rule? The
Queen is not amused!

For the man who has everything, what
more could you want than your own Land
Rover with a flybridge!

End Quote:
"It is not that life ashore is distasteful to me. But life at sea is better."
― Sir Francis Drake
Disclaimer
Any information or observations made in this publication are given in good faith, and third party
remarks are not necessarily the opinion of the editor. Accreditation has been given where available

Printed by: That Copy Shop, 14 Alexandra Road. Clevedon, North Somerset. BS21 7QE

Cabot Cruising Club
‘John Sebastian’, John Sebastian Quay, Bathurst Basin, Bristol, BS1 6SG
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