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I am sorry but once again you are receiving an e-mail 
only version of the newsletter. Whilst the Club remains 
closed it does not seem appropriate to warrant the 
printed version whilst the sites they are normally 
available from remain closed. Please feel free to 
forward it to anybody you think might like to know 
more about Cabot Cruising Club and the ‘John 
Sebastian’. 
 
I am sure by now all of us had hoped the situation 
would have improved, however we must just continue 
to be patient and sensible a bit longer, I know we all 
want to get back out on the water again as soon as 
possible. Hopefully we are at least approaching the 
time when we can start de-winterising and preparing 
our boats. So far it has certainly felt like a double 
whammy with us all being not only in lockdown but also 
landlocked! 
 
Circumstances have once again left me very short on 
CCC news due to the closure so I hope the interesting 
but not necessarily Club related stories will suffice.  
 
The Committee are still meeting thanks to the use of 
Zoom and even I have managed to use this medium 
although I can’t say I like seeing my own representation 
on screen. I’m sure the software must purposely age 
the image in some way! 
 
Stay safe and hope to see you all again soon. 
 
Pete Halliday 
Vice Com re 
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In this issue: Page 

only version of the newsletter. Whilst the Club remains 

, however we must just continue

Cabot Cruising Club 

It has been a 
long time since 
we had the 

boat out in the 
Harbour. Let’s 
hope things 

improve and we 
have a great 

summer  

Spring 
2021 

Vicicicici ecececec Comomomomo rerer
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Christmas Lights

During a difficult winter period a little bit of glitz caught on camera in the Basin. 
Picture taken by Martin Peters 

COMMODORE’S MESSAGE 

Hello everybody, a brief message keeping in touch in these strange times. It does seem to be an 
exceptionally long period since we had a great time on the pontoon together. I as I am sure you all look 
forward to the time that we can enjoy a drink and chat together again, (Suppose it will be in the new 
normal!!) Goodness only knows when that can be; let’s keep our fingers crossed eh!  

Congratulations to Phoebe and Ben on the birth of their daughter. 

The parking issue is ongoing, we are still working on it, Tony Moore did promise some sort of decision soon. 
Meanwhile please only use the three bays that we have in the paying car park when you are on your boat, 
these are for boat owners only. If you are on a work party you can park within the chain, we have it 
officially that as long as the gates on the JS are open no one will get towed away. (probably worth leaving 
a note in your windscreen as well). 

We are being told that the jabs are the thing that will save us all, I expect there’s a few of us that have 

had it. Meanwhile I hope you are all keeping well and staying safe.  

See you all soon.   

Paul M. 
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Bristol Floating Harbour – Historic vessels on show 

Where 
else would 
you see 

these and 
so many 
more 

historic 
and 

interesting 
vessels, 

with many 
still in full 
operation 

Built 1935 -  Bristol 

Built 1935 – Hampton on Thames 

Built 1843 -  Bristol 

Built 1934 -  Bristol 

Built 1885 -  Bristol 

Built 1861 -  Bristol 

Built 1996  -  Bristol 

Built 1938 - Sweden 
Bristol 

People 
forget how 

many of 
these 

vessels 
were 

actually 
built in 
Bristol 

Built 1986 – South Coast 
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 Cabot Cruising Club News  
 Unfortunately club nights are still suspended until the current pandemic situation improves. 
 Discussions are still taking place with the Council to try and resolve the parking difficulties. 
 As you already know all the officers of the Club have remained in post this year, however 

some will be stepping down later this year so please start thinking about putting yourselves 
forward in October to fill the vacant roles. The Club can only survive on the active 
involvement of the members. 

 The Club has managed to secure Government grants to help the finances during lockdown 
thanks to John Bartlett our Treasurer. 

 Committee member John Stokes has taken on the position of our new Mooring Officer. As an 
aside please remember moorings are not an automatic right when joining the Club, there are 
a number of factors taken into consideration including availability, suitability of boat size, 
type and weight and most importantly the new members demonstrated active involvement in 
the Club. 

 We do have some new members who we look forward to welcoming properly when the 
lockdown situation improves. Some new boats will be taking up their already allocated 
moorings soon. 

 Belated congratulations to Ben and Phoebe on the birth of their daughter. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A VERY SHAGGY DOG STORY – by John Stokes 

November and it was the bi - annual pruning of the garden trees and shrubs which used to be undertaken by 
myself but due to creaky joints and working at height it was agreed that it is now undertaken by the local 
Arborists who have all the equipment and most importantly a branch chipper. The work coincided with a call 
from my daughter to ask if I would look after her Old English sheepdog for the morning. Our garden is a good 
size area for a dog like this to snuffle around keeping herself interested in the new smells. This particular day 
with the pollarding taking place she was confined to barracks for the duration of the work. After a walk in the 
park she was given a biscuit and confined to the conservatory gazing wistfully at the chaps up the tree until 
she dozed off. Or so I thought. Being an avid bird feeder there are copious types of food in the garden for all 
types birds from crows to nuthatches and the week previously I bought a large lump of suet from the butchers 
and hung it from the branch of the Silver Birch with whipping twine from my ditty bag. The treefellers took the 
suet down and put it on the garden table unbeknown to me. It was time to make some tea for the boys so a 
tray with bikkies and mugs was taken out to them. Having my hands full I didn't shut the conservatory door 
and hot on my heels was the dog who I thought was asleep. After a while I went back inside and wondered 
where the dog was. She was eventually tracked down by the strange noises coming from the summer house. 
The whipping twine was hanging out of her mouth and she was gagging on the lump of suet, which by this 
time was well and truly digested. Stupid greedy mutt was my first thought and serves you right. I'll just pull it 
out was my second thought. Wrong, as the more I tugged the more she gagged and howled pitifully. This was 
turning into a situation. Panic now set in and between us we managed to bundle her into the car and whizz to 
the fortunately nearby vets. After their diagnosis I phoned my daughter who said do whatever it takes to make 
her better and so she was hoisted onto a table looking very sorry for herself with her dropped ears and doe 
eyes and given a dose of something to make her vomit. She was to stay in the vets until this happened and if 
it didn't, then an emergency operation was called for to stop the twine twisting in her gut and killing her. A 
tense three hours and the call came that the contents of her stomach had been jettisoned and she was ready 
for collection along with a bill for £330, phew! 

I would like to add that this taught the dog a lesson but no. She can still be found hoovering up scraps and 
miniscule crumbs invisible to the naked eye after meal times. The Arborists are here again this year doing 
their bit but minus one very greedy dog. The things we do for love.

Unfortunately club nights are still suspended until the current pandemic situation improves
scussions are still taking place with the Council to try and resolve the parking difficulties

Belated congratulations to Ben and Phoebe on the birth of their daughter.

annual pruning of the garden trees and shrubs which used to be undertake
myself but due to creaky joints and working at height it was agreed that it is now undertaken by the local 

lready allocated 
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Looking Back 

Zapcat Racing 
at Clevedon 

Coming home from a 
weekend in Penarth 

A fast exit from 
Avonmouth 

A bit of 
harbour 
dredging, 
Dutch 
style 

Remember 
the 

Olympic 
Torch 
Parade 

Playing in the Channel 



Lightvessel News 
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Lyndon Pritchard from ‘Friends of LV72’ recently forwarded some pictures that he had received 
from a Mr Brian Mills that had been taken by his father in 1953.  

The Barry local newspaper printed a photo of LV55 in Barry No.1 dock after she had been 
brought in to port after springing a leak in August 1953.  

The other photo shows a tug presumably manoeuvring LV55 into the dock.   

Wouldn’t it 

look good if 
we put the 
lettering 
back down 
the hull 
when we 

have 
finished 

painting the 
hull on the 

JS 

Thanks to 
Lyndon for 
sending in 

these 
photos. 

Remember 
to look on 

his facebook 
page: 

‘Friends of 

LV72 Juno’ Lightship Restoration 
If you are an organisation or an 
individual who would like to help in 
some way towards the restoration 
work taking place on LV55 or could 
support the Club in other ways 
please contact the Editor, the 
Bosun Jason Pullinger or any 
Committee member listed on Page 
18 to discuss how you can assist. 
Contact email addresses can be 
found on the website. 
www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk 
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Ingredients: 

1 tbsp vegetable oil or rapeseed oil 

2 peppers, any colour you like, sliced 

1 red onion, halved and sliced 

400g can mixed beans, drained 

2tsp-2 tbsp fajita spice mix (depending on how 
spicy you like it) 

400g can chopped tomatoes 

Small bunch coriander, chopped 

4 corn tortillas 

100g low-fat soured cream 

30g grated cheddar 

 

Recipe from BBC Good Food 

Method
 STEP 1 

Heat the oil in a pan. Fry the peppers and onion until soft, about 10 minutes. Add the beans, 
fajita spice mix, chopped tomatoes and some seasoning. Bubble for 5 minutes to reduce the 
tomatoes a little, and then stir in most of the coriander. Heat the grill and warm the tortillas in 
the microwave for 30 seconds. 

 STEP 2 
Spread a quarter of the pepper and onion mixture over the base of an ovenproof dish (a round 
one, if possible) or frying pan. Top with some of the soured cream and a warm tortilla, and then 
repeat the layers three more times, finishing off with a final layer of soured cream. Sprinkle over 
the cheese and grill for 5 minutes, or until golden and bubbling. Scatter with the remaining 
coriander before serving.

 

Enchilada Pie (Vegetarian) 

  

A 30 minute preparation time meal 
for 2 people  

Cookery 
Corner 
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 NAUTICAL QUIZ TIME (ANSWERS ON PAGE 20)   (source-RNLI)    

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUESTIONS 

1.  In what year was the Battle of Trafalgar?   

2. What is the proper name for a true tidal wave that runs up a narrowing channel or tidal river such as the 
River Severn?   

3.  If a ship sails 10 leagues, how many nautical miles has she travelled?   

4. Which well-known hymn of the sea opens with the words: ‘Eternal Father strong to save, whose arm 

hath bound the restless wave’?   

5. If there is 12-metre charted depth, 4-metre height of tide and your vessel draws 2 metres, how much 
water is there underneath the keel of your boat?   

6. The surf company Rip Curl was founded in which Australian town?  A.Torquay  B. Wollongong                
C. Coolangatta  D. Margaret River   

7. Which island off the coast of Co Cork marks the halfway point in a famous biennial yacht race that’s 

been running since 1925?   

8.  The instrument used in celestial navigation to measure the angle formed at the observer’s eye between 

the celestial body and the sensible horizon is called a what?   

9.  If the rabbit comes up out of the hole, goes round the back of a tree and jumps back down the hole, 
what knot have you tied?   

10.  Name the Royal Navy’s light cruiser moored in the Port of London and open to the public since 1971.   

RNLI KNOWLEDGE QUESTIONS  

1. Who founded the RNLI in 1824?   

2.  Where are the RNLI Headquarters based?   

3. Who famously helped her father to rescue the survivors from the wreck of the SS Forfarshire off 
Bamburgh in 1838?   

4. What was the occupation of Henry Blogg, the RNLI’s most decorated lifeboatman?  

5. What do red and yellow flags on the beach signify?   

6. Aith is the most northerly of all RNLI lifeboat stations. Which island is it on?   

7. How many miles of coastline are covered by RNLI lifeboats in the UK and Ireland?  
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CLUB EVENTS  
2021

 
*CURRENLY ALL CLUB EVENTS HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED. 

ANY FORTHCOMING EVENTS WILL BE EVALUATED NEARER THE TIME AND WILL BE SUBJECT TO 
GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES AT THAT POINT IN TIME AND DETAILS WILL BE PUBLISHED TO THE 

MEMBERSHIP.* 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

To keep up to date on what is happening in and 
around BATHURST BASIN also check in on the 
following websites: 
 
Friends of Bathurst Basin  
(www.fobb.org.uk) 
 
and 

Merchants Landing Residents Association 
(www.mlra.co.uk) 

CABOT CRUISING CLUB – A bit of history 

Cabot Cruising Club was founded in 1937. Our clubhouse, the ‘John Sebastian’ ex Trinity House 

“Light Vessel 55” (LV55) was purchased by the club in 1954, and has been the base for club 

operations whilst moored in Bathurst Basin since her doors opened in 1959. 

Over 130 Years old, LV55 has had a long and interesting maritime history enduring two world wars as 
a guiding light for ships in various locations around the UK before coming into our ownership. It is 
now one of the last few remaining wooden lightvessels and a registered historic vessel. 

Having the clubhouse overlooking our boats on the pontoons in one of the most attractive parts of 
Bristol Harbour creates a superb environment for our members, both boat owners and non boat 
owners. CCC are an integral part of the local community. 
 

 

The Lightship Theatre 

Unfortunately due to the current crisis 
all productions have had to be 
postponed until further notice 

Impatiently waiting 
for Junction Lock 
Bridge to swing 

Nothing to see 
here, just 

hovering around 
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Step 1: Check the Battery  

Before you take your boat out for a cruise, top up each battery with fresh, distilled water unless of 
course you are using sealed batteries. Next, remove the wires from the battery posts and scrub away 
any dirt and rust. A small wire brush should do the trick. Finally, coat the posts in lithium grease to 
protect them from erosion. Check the charge and if possible put a load tester on to check if the 
battery holds its charge under load.  
 

Step 2: Test the Electronics  

Test all the master switches, knobs, and electrical equipment on the boat. Check each electrical 
system thoroughly. Knowing the battery is charged disconnect it and see if all automatic bilge pumps 
operate. Also check and if necessary replace any batteries in the smoke/CO2 alarms. 
 

Step 3: Change the Engine Oil 

If you didn't change the engine oil before storing the boat for the winter, now’s the time to do it. Don't 
forget if accessible to check gearbox oil as well. Fill or replace as needed. 

When you de-winterise your boat, you should also check your engine for: Power steering fluid levels, 
Coolant levels, Leaks below the engine area. 
 
Step 4: Fill the Cooling System  

You can fill the cooling system with equal parts water and antifreeze if you flushed it out before you 
stored your boat. If you left the water/antifreeze mixture in over the winter check the levels, replace 
if it has been in the engine for a few years. Check all the water hoses for cracks, wear and leaks, plus 
check the fixing clips for any excessive corrosion. Wherever possible double clip connections. 
 
Step 5: Inspect the Fuel Tank and Fuel Lines  

Your fuel tank and fuel lines could develop problems during the winter, check for any corrosion or 
cracking on all pipes, fuel lines tend to deteriorate when exposed to cold temperatures. Inspect and 
replace them as necessary. Hopefully, you filled the tank before storing and no moisture had a chance 
to settle. However check water traps and replace filters after initial start up.  
 
Step 6: Check the Belts for Wear  

During the boating off-season, the belts connecting the engines, alternators, water pumps can crack, 
visually check belts for any breakdown in their construction. Push down on the belts slightly to see if 
there is too much slack, if so readjust. 

Step 7: Put Your Safety Gear in Order  

This step is potentially life-saving. Make sure your safety equipment is prepared, not expired, and not 
visibly damaged.  Make sure you have enough flotation devices, Read expiration dates for fire 
extinguishers. Test all the lights in the cabin and on deck, plus the signalling equipment, such as 
horns, flares, and whistles. 
 
HAPPY BOATING 

Check the charge and if possible put a load tester on to check if the 

Check each electrical 

Push down on the belts slightly to see if 

Make sure your safety equipment is prepared, not expired, and not 



Latest Harbour Information 

Events in Bristol Harbour
03/21 Harbour Office COVID-19 update

Following the government’s announcement of a national lockdown. From Wednesday 6 January 
2021 harbour use will be subject to new imposed restrictions. 

The harbour is closed to all visiting craft 
Travel outside of your local area is not permitted, and so we're not able to facilitate visits to the 
harbour. 

Powered Vessels 
Leisure use of powered vessels is not listed by the government as a reasonable reason for leaving 
home and so not permitted. Owners of powered craft must not leave their moorings unless it’s to 
access necessary maintenance, and then only after permission has been sought from and given by 
the Harbour Authority. 

Exercise 
In line with government regulations on exercise, owners of manually propelled craft that hold 
Annual Navigation Licenses may continue to use the Harbour. Such use must adhere to government 
restrictions. 
Licensed, manually propelled club activity may also continue with adherence to government 
restrictions and compliance with relevant association guidelines. 

Navigation Licenses 
No new licenses will be issued. If a Navigation License is not already held for a vessel, use of the 
Harbour is prohibited. 

Harbour staff 
Harbour staff will be on duty every day from 9am to 5pm to carry out dock patrols and essential 
locking and tidal duties. They will respond to emergencies, and will carry a limited supply of pump 
out tokens, electricity cards and other sundries for purchase by card only. 
The emergency telephone service: 0117 903 1484, option 2 will still be available during 
operational hours. 

The Harbour Office is closed to the public and should you wish to contact the office by telephone, 
call 0117 903 1484 between 10am until 3pm, or email harbour.office@bristol.gov.uk 
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Current Covid Rules 
At date of issue Bristol is still in lockdown and the Club will have to stay closed until further notice. 

Necessary maintenance work will need to continue, so please keep in touch with our Bosun Jason 
who can advise when and how the work parties will be organised. 

Remember  -  Bring a Face covering 
 



SEA SHANTIES
(Original source extracts AoM Brett/Kate McKay, additions made 2021)

Sea Shanties were work songs sung on ships during the age of sail. They were used to keep rhythm 
during work and make it more pleasant. Because these songs were used to accomplish a goal, rather 
than for pure entertainment, the lyrics and melody were not very sophisticated. Still, the songs were 
usually meaningful and told of a sailor’s life, which included backbreaking labour, abuse from captain 

and crew, alcohol, and longing for girls and dry land. 

A typical shanty had a call-and-response format. One sailor (a shantyman) would call out a verse, to 
which the rest of the sailors would respond in unison. Shanties were divided into several categories, 
named after the work they were used for. There were long haul shanties and short haul shanties for 
long and short rope pulling. There were windlass shanties for pumping out water (all wooden ships 
leaked to some extent and the bilges would need to be pumped out regularly), and capstan shanties 
for raising and lowering the anchor. 

There was also a fifth kind of sailor song, which wasn’t really considered a true shanty because it was 
not used for work. Foc’sle, forecastle or forebitters were songs sung after the work was over. They 

were named after the sailor’s living quarters, where they would gather around to drink and sing wild 

ballads.  

Today, not many people know about the existence of sea shanties. They are usually sung at sea 
festivals and regattas around the country. You can sometimes hear them in movies about the sea, 
such as Master and Commander and Moby Dick, but the true tradition of shanties ended with the age 
of sail. There has recently been a bit of a resurgence in the UK particularly during this pandemic 
where many more people have looked towards music of all genres to occupy time  and entertain via 
the internet.  

The following example is called ‘Blood Red Roses’ a halyard shanty about going around Cape Horn to 

whale. Rounding Cape Horn was one of the toughest tasks in the age of sail because of the strong and 
unfavourable winds in the area. 

There is some speculation as to what “blood red roses” is referring to; some people say it’s a name 

for the Royal British marines who wore a red uniform. Others say it’s referring to whale’s blood on the 

surface of the water. 

My clothes are all in pawn 
Go down you blood red roses, go down 
And it’s mighty draughty around Cape Horn 
Go down you blood red roses, go down 
Oh, you pinks and posies 
Go down you blood red roses, go down 

It’s round Cape Horn we’ve got to go 
Go down you...... 
Chasing whales through ice and snow 

Oh my old mother she wrote to me 
My darling son come home from sea 

Oh it’s one more pull and that will do 
For we’re the bullies to kick her through 
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REALLY AWFUL JOKES 

Q. “Can you go and pick up my boat? It’s at the dock.” A. Oh no, is it sick?  You should give it 
some vitamin sea. 

 
Q. When is it time to paint another coat on a pirate ship?   A. When its timbers be shivering! 
 
Q. I went to the Black Friday sale at the boat store.  A. It was quite an oar deal. 
 
Q. What’s is a sailor’s favourite detergent?    A. Tide. 
 
Q. How do you rejuvenate an old boat?    A. Boat-tox. 
 
Q. Where do zombies go sailing?     A. In the Dead Sea. 
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SUP Bristol – Live Online Conversations – Our River 

A. When its timbers be shivering!

SUP Bristol (Stand up Paddleboarding) have launched a series of free live 
conversations starting in February with various inspiring individuals, each involved 
in cleaning up and protecting our local river; the Avon.  
 
Each week Tim Trew from SUP will interview knowledgeable voices in the field, 
living and working on the Avon; from activists to business owners, community 
groups to charities. Each live conversation aims to offer real useful advice on how 
we can best protect the river now and in the future.  
 
Don't miss it if you love the water and would like to find out how you can get more 
involved in looking after it. You can register in advance 
at: https://us02web.zoom.us/.../tZEld... You'll be sent a joining link on 
registration. 
 
SUP have got some inspiring guests lined up which include during March; Chloe 
Juyon, Clean up Bristol Harbour and Johnny Palmer, Founder of Sewage Free 
Swimmers and the Warleigh Weir Project... plus many more!  
 
The first event took place on the 18th February so get registered as soon as 
possible if you are passionate about the Avon and its environs. 
 
To find out more information go onto:  

https://www.supbristol.com/our-river/  

possible if you are passionate about the Avon and its environs.

Image SUP Bristol 
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Unusual Fish – The Peacock Mantis Shrimp 

Located in the Indian and tropical western Pacific oceans, the peacock mantis shrimp might not look 
harmful, but it actually packs a mean punch. According to Oceana, the international ocean 
preservation advocacy group, its punch is one of the fastest movements in the animal kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

In fact, this 7 inch shrimp has a punch that has been likened to the acceleration of a bullet from a .22 
calibre rifle. Their punch is so fast it results in ‘cavitation’ bubbles. This is a super heated bubble and 

small flash of light, which for split seconds also generates temperatures of 4,400 C. (which is nearly as 
hot as the sun) in the surrounding water. When the bubbles collapse they cause an intense shockwave 
which is like a double punch and can stun, dismember or kill prey instantly – even if the mantis shrimp 
misses the target. 

While they are highly desired, they require special stronger aquariums as they can crack and punch 
holes in aquarium glass. When they encounter an obstacle they wish to move, they often try and punch 
their way out. They have also been known to attack their own reflection in the glass. These mantis 
shrimps have two raptorial appendages (called ‘dactyl clubs’) on the front of its body that it uses to 

punch its prey. These fists are spring loaded, able to accelerate from their body at over 50 mph, 
delivering a force of over 1,500 newtons, enough to smash through crabs and clam shells. Their clubs 
have a special shock absorbent core which stops them from breaking. 

The shrimps get their name from their appearance. They have a second pair of prey-catching arms that 
are greatly enlarged, like Mantises. 

The eyes of mantis shrimps are located on long stalks that can move independently. Each eye has 
‘trinocular vision’, which means it can gauge depth and distance on its own by focusing on objects with 

three separate regions.  They are thought to have the most complex eyes in the animal kingdom and 
have the most complex visual system ever discovered. They can see a special spiralling type of light 
called circularly polarised light that’s not been documented in any other animal. They also have a 

structure in their eyes that’s similar to technology found in DVD players, only much more advanced. 

They have 12-16 different colour photoreceptors for colour analysis in their retinas. Three times more 
than a human. 

While they have significantly more colour photoreceptors, research suggests they are actually worse at 
differentiating colour than humans. However, scientists believe this is because their eyes are operating 
at a different level, functioning more like a satellite. It’s believed Mantis shrimp can take all visual 
information into their brains immediately without having to process it, allowing them to react instantly 
to the environment 

 

 



 

  

Page 15           Portside 



 

 

  

Page 16           Portside 

THAT COPY SHOP 
14 Alexandra Road 
Clevedon 
North Somerset 
BS21 7QE 

01275 342 123 

Please Support the Companies Advertising in ‘PORTSIDE’ 

YOU COULD BE 
ADVERTISING YOUR 
BUSINESS IN THIS 

SPACE 

 

Name   VHF Channel Phone 

Seaward 
Harbour Master   73 01179 031484 
Bristol VTS (Avonmouth)   12 01179 822257 
City Docks Radio (Bristol Lock) 14 01179 273633 
Portishead Marina   80 01275 841941 
Sharpness Lock   13 01453 511968 
Cardiff Barrage   18 02920 700234 
Penarth Marina   80 02920 705021 
Distress, Safety & Calling Channel 16 
 

Inland 
Netham Lock    01179 776590 
Hanham Lock    07711 403474 
 

Police  

(Community Police)    101 

 

 

 



UNUSUAL SHIPWRECKS - The Antikythera Wreck 
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The Antikythera Wreck 
(credit: Wikipedia, Nature, WhyAthens)

In 1900, sponge divers came upon something strange on the ocean floor off the Greek isle Antikythera: a 
2000 year old ship, strewn with what turned out to be parts of bronze statuary. 

The Antikythera shipwreck, a Roman vessel that went down sometime around 70 B.C., is still revealing 
ancient treasures, including another bronze arm which was discovered in September 2017.  

Bones of unfortunate sailors have also been found amidst the wreckage, and it is hoped that DNA may be 
obtainable from some of the more recent discoveries.  
 
The most stunning find at the Antikythera site is the so named "Antikythera mechanism," a strange 
clockwork device in a wooden box that may have functioned as an analogue computer. The technology of 
the mechanism predates anything similar that has been found by at least 1,000 years. Marine archaeologists 
investigating the site that yielded the mechanism, (believed to be a complex, bronze, geared device that 
predicted eclipses and showed the movements of the Sun, Moon and planets in the sky)  have recovered a 
wealth of treasures, including bronze and marble statue pieces, a sarcophagus lid and a mysterious bronze 
disc decorated with a bull. The artefacts were trapped under boulders in a previously unexplored part of 
the site 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The team has made a stream of discoveries since work began in 2014, including wine jars, giant anchors 
and gold jewellery, but the complete statues they had hoped to find have so far remained hidden. One 
extraordinary find is an ancient weapon known as a dolphin, a 100 kilograms lead bulb tipped with an iron 
spike, intended to be dropped from the ship’s yardarm through the deck and hull of an attacking 
vessel. This is believed to be the only example of a war dolphin ever discovered.  

On 4 October2017, the team announced that during a 16-day dive season, they found several major statue 
pieces, including two marble feet attached to a plinth, part of a bronze robe or toga, and a bronze male 
arm, with two fingers missing but otherwise beautifully preserved. 

It is believed that due to periodic earthquakes dislodged boulders open up new areas, leading to the belief 
that there is still a large amount of artefacts to be discovered.  
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BRISTOL CHANNEL FISH 

For those of you so inclined have you ever wondered how many species of fish there are in the 
Bristol Channel and Severn Estuary, apparently in excess of 110, but please don’t ask me to 
name them all. However as a starting point the following can be caught from Lundy through to 
Flat Holm and Steep Holm and onwards to the Estuary: 

Cod, Bass, Conger Eels, Sole, Mackerel, Whiting, Pouting, Gurnard, Mullet, Pollack, 
Flounder, Turbot, Garfish, Coalie, Ling,  Bull Huss, Spurdog,  Tope, Smoothound, Blonde 
Ray, Thornback Ray, Spotted Ray and Small Eyed Ray. 

 In the early months of the year Cod can be found up to 40lb if you know where to look. 
 From around May the Rays become established, and fish like Tope have been caught up 

to 50lb. 
 From June, particularly around wreck sites Pollack, Huss and Congers are found.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Salmon, Eels and Sea Trout 
When we get to the Severn Estuary we are in an area that supports a key migratory route for 
salmon, eels and sea trout between their spawning grounds in the upper reaches of the rivers 
and the open sea, plus the Severn Estuary also has the largest eel run in Great Britain. 

 

 

 

SMOOTHOUND 

Some Ideal Fishing Spots 

Just a few of many places on the English 
side of the Channel. 

 Severn Beach 
 Blue Anchor 
 Porlock Weir 
 Clevedon Pier 
 Ladye Bay 
 Dunster 
 Watchet 

Check online for details on Parking, tides 
etc. 

When lockdown rules are lifted 
why not try some boat fishing 
with one of the regular charter 

skippers operating out of 
Portishead, Cardiff or other 
ports further along the coast. 
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President: Bernie Rowe

Vice President: Martin Peters

Commodore: Paul Morris

Vice Commodore: Pete Halliday (Newsletter)

Rear Commodore: Jason Pullinger (Bosun)

Bar Manager: Seb Jones

Hon Secretary: Stephen Lamb

Hon Treasurer: John Bartlett

Committee: Don Norris -Website & Advertising

Lynda Halliday -Regalia

Briony Pope            -Theatre Events

    Liz Davies -Membership 

John Stokes -Moorings/Health & Safety

Mike Pope -Social Events 

 
Check our Website and 
Facebook page for the 
latest information on 
what is happening in 

the Club. 

www.cabotcruisingclub.co.uk 



Nautical Quiz Answers 

1.    1805 

2.    Bore 

3.    30 Nautical Miles 

4.   ‘For those in peril on     
the sea’ 

5.    14 metres 

6.    A. Torquay 

7.    Fastnet Rock 

8.    Sexstant 

9.   Bowline 

10.  HMS Belfast 

RNLI Quiz Answers 

1.  Sir William Hillary 

2.  Poole 

3.  Grace Darling 

4.  Deckchair and beach hut 
attendant  

5.  The area is patrolled by 
lifeguards 

6.  Shetland 

7.  19,000 miles 

Cabot Cruising Club 

 ‘John Sebastian’, John Sebastian Quay, Bathurst Basin, Bristol, BS1 6SG 

  Page 20           Portside 

 

 At the Stern 
Editors Contact Details:

E-Mail: 

p.halliday594@btinternet.com 

Disclaimer 
Any information or observations made in this publication are given in good faith, and third party remarks are not necessarily the 

opinion of the editor. Accreditation has been given where available 

 

Q: Why are French sailors afraid to 
count? 
A: The last one to do it got safely to four 
but then he cinq! 

 

My Grandfather was a Royal Navy 
World War 2 veteran and he used to 
boast about how he saved over 300 
sailors from dying an excruciating 
death. 
He shot the cook 

Bathurst Basin, blue sky, sunshine plus visitors 
from across the channel. The type of weekend 

we are all missing so badly. 




